
                                               DISCOVER 

   FIRST  

 
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, We Worship Reach Out, 

Share the Gospel and Serve 

 

 

  

October 2019 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

287 West Main Street, Xenia, OH 45385 

372-7421 

Interim Pastor Tim Swanson 

 
E-Mail Address:   firstluthxenia@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site: http://www.firstlutheranxenia.com 

 
Worship with us on Sunday morning at 9:30am 

Children’s Sunday School at 9:25am 

Adult Sunday School at 11:00am 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Words from our 
 
 

 

 
"Being Lutheran in a Mixed Bag of Church Affiliations"  

      Or "Why I Remain a Confessional Person of Faith" 

 

First: Our biblical God is from beginning to end, a world oriented God.  We do a great injustice to think otherwise.  God 

keeps interacting with the world.  

 

Second: The church is the messenger.  Its message is conformed to Jesus Christ.  When the church turns inside to itself, we 

fail as disciples of the Lord whose face is turned to Jerusalem.  

 

Third: As the church, we must confess our faith within the context of the present.  What we confess is authentic humanity 

by grasping Jesus who was the one who had "to suffer" and be rejected in order to find the glory of God in humanity.  

 

Our confession is related to what is wrong with the world.  The church cannot be isolated or insulated from the needs 

within the world in order to confess our faith.  This calls for disciples of Jesus to be in conversation with the world and 

among  themselves.  Confession is a verbal affair.  

 

The church is the representative of Christ.  The church does not possess Christ, but is possessed by Christ.  The church in 

mission represents the life of Jesus Christ in the world.  The church is always becoming and never static.  

 

Jesus is the head of the Body.  Therefore, it is not a matter of keeping the church alive.  When we talk in this fashion, we 

show signs of the loss of the Holy Spirit.  The church is always in a state of becoming what God wants us to be. (Luther's 

prayer.)  

 

The problem in North America is that people expect the church to be an ideal.  But the problem is that the church is 

always in a state of being cleansed.  It never is wholly clean. Our expectations get in the way of becoming what God 

wants us to be.  

 

The Holy Spirit makes the church real.  The Holy Spirit cannot be possessed nor stored up, but must daily be ingested-like 

manna from heaven.  

 

We need "justification by grace" at the end of life as much as in the beginning of life.  As Luther reminds us, we are 

always at the same time justified and a sinner.  This is not a process of growth, whereby we keep growing more-saintly.  

We are continuously and daily in need of God's Grace. 

 

Our society, like our churches, is ruined by the assumption that time brings increasing good.  Our future could be worse 

than our past.  We may fall in the trap of submitting to our present technology and other fixes we devise to make life 

better.  This can be a disillusion on our part.  We can become just as much entrapped and possessed by these 

accomplishments.  

 



If Hope is dependent on a gradual expulsion of evil and sin and death, then it is deceptive.  We repress our true hope.  

Our Christian hope is built on nothing more than Christ on the cross where the will of man and will of God become one.  

Our will must daily drown and be destroyed for the will of God to begin to work within us.  It is our daily struggle.  Though 

we are saved by Christ and our true humanity is restored in him, our will still struggles against God's will. We still want to 

save ourselves and the world rather than allow God to be the agent of that activity.  

 

THE TRUE CHURCH 

 

Conservatism: Insist that boundaries are markings of the true church.  The church is quite strict.  Members of these 

churches find it hard to sustain their own certitude.  Boundaries are often so exclusive. There are many conditions 

required of its members.  

 

Liberalism: The church becomes more and more universalistic.  To exclude  is bad.  To include is good.  Decisions by a 

few is bad.  This ultimately creates a plethora of churches calling themselves Christian.  To become Ultra-liberal, ends up 

taking no position at all.  It ends up being a belief system without any content or direction.  There is no confession at all 

as to what to believe.  

 

Luther and those of us who follow within this tradition are a confessional church.  We have a Trinitarian Faith based within 

the confessional creeds: The Apostles' and Nicene Creeds being the two basic ones. 

 

The marks of the church are that it is “one”, “holy”,  “catholic” and “apostolic” in nature. 

 

For Luther (Augsburg Confession, Article VII). The signs of the True Church are: 

 

+ The Preaching of the Word 

+ The Right Administration of the Sacraments. 

 

"One" Church means that all alienated churches become "one".  The identity of the church of Jesus Christ is not with  

a congregation's ideals or principles, but the return to the Lord of the Church who makes us "one" through the Holy  

Spirit.  This is not a law that demands this, but the Gospel that calls us to be "one".  

 

"Holy" Church means to be set apart from the ordinary.  It is transcendent and mysterious.  The church is the 

fellowship of those who are "called out" of the world, "set apart" from the world which means to be "sent" into the 

world as the new humanity in Christ who are daily being cleansed.  We are not separate from the world but are 

being cleansed to proclaim to others the need to be at one with God.  We are made holy through the sacrament of 

baptism.  This now becomes our "calling'' (vocation) to be children of God in the world who constantly know our 

need of God.  Hence our return to the sacrament of the altar.  (Luther goes so far as to say that whoever separates 

themselves from the sacrament of the altar by absenting themselves from it ought not to be called Christian since 

they would depart from that relationship and forgiveness of God and live their lives in their own ways.)  

 

"Catholic" Church means that the church transcends all earthly boundaries that separate people, nations, races, 

ethnic groupings, genders, political allegiances, etc.  The church shapes a common confession in Jesus Christ.  The 

church embodies an incarnational (word of God in the flesh) openness to all that is part of God's good creation. 

Christ's parish is the "world".  Globalism and not chauvinism is the calling of the Church.  

 

"Apostolic" Church is addressed to the Gentiles (Ephesians 2:19-20).  They are no longer strangers and aliens, but 

citizens with all the saints.  They are members of the household of God because God declares it.  Apostolic means 

that it is testified in Scripture.  

 

WORD AND SACRAMENT: The Word is the preaching, the proclaiming, the meditation by using reasoned persuasion 

which is addressed to one's inner self and not to the senses.  Our society is conditioned by images and one liners.  It 

is hard for us to concentrate otherwise.  Scripture reminds us of the children of Israel who grew impatient with Moses 

and his "speaking" and "writing"- so they turned to Aaron who is an example of what happens in churches today.  

Like Aaron, we give people what they want. The "successful" North American churches tend to duplicate a sensory 

atmosphere of TV talk shows or quiz programs.  It is an atmosphere of performance.  The Hebrew people of scripture 

mistrusted making images. They concentrated on hearing and speaking to defy human ability to possess and 

dispose of God.  

 

MARK OF THE CROSS:  The true Church is a Suffering Church.  Luther insisted on it.  Bonhoeffer exemplified it.  

Suffering is a consequence of discipleship. It is the marking of the disciples of Jesus standing before all humanity as 



God's representatives.  As North Americans, we are fed on the need for progress to alleviate suffering.  The 

consequence is that we do not take to our conscience the pain that is there.  We want a theology of glory to 

bypass the pain rather than face it with a faith of true hope.  As disciples, we confront the world with the cross by 

unearthing its evils and calling it back to the grace of God . We confess Jesus Christ, who alone saves us by taking 

away the evil within us and the world and restores us to a right relationship with God.  We hear him proclaimed and 

we eat and drink with him at his table.  We bear the mark of the cross on our forehead and we make its sign on 

ourselves as our remembrance that through the cross of Christ alone am I saved.  WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH ALONE.  

From this confession, comes everything else. 

      Pastor Tim 

 

           

 

  FISH Sunday October 6th     
 
 Since 1994 the first Sunday of each month has been designated as FISH Sunday here at First Lutheran.  Please bring an 
item or two to church on Sunday, October 6

th
  and place in the FISH Food Basket.  Any items you bring in are greatly 

appreciated. (Monetary donations are also accepted you can use one of the pew envelopes and mark "For Food Pantry.) 
Thank you!    Our first Sunday of the month contributions to the FISH Pantry are greatly appreciated. 
 
 Our first Sunday of the month food donation continues to collect food for the Xenia Hunger Backpack Cuisine 
Program.  (For October we’ve been asked to bring in 3.5oz nonrefrigerated puddings OR gold fish or animal cracker 
snack packs.)  Our donations are always appreciated. This is an ongoing addition to our FISH Sunday requests for food 
for the Food Pantry.  Please place your donations into the box in the narthex marked for the Backpack Cuisine Program. 

 
 
Requested items include:  
Pop top can microwave 7.5oz single serve  
Chef Boyardee pasta     Non-refrigerated puddings 3.5oz 
Pop top cans of tuna 3oz    Dinty Moore beef stew 7.5oz 
Individual oatmeal box of  single servings  10 pack  fruit juices 5-8 oz 
Squeezable jam/jelly 20oz    pop top cans of fruit 8-9 oz 
Cans of vegetables 8.5 oz    pop top cans of chicken 4.5 oz   
Gold fish and animal cracker snack paks   cereal bars & granola bars box of single serve  
Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single servings   peanut butter 18 oz containers 

 

 
Notes from our Church Council: 
 

Concrete Work around the church was completed during the week of September 23rd. 

 
We would like to remind you that you can donate to the Concrete Project to help offset the cost.  Simply mark 

on your giving envelope the amount you would like set aside for the 'Concrete Project'.  We have $2,000 

earmarked from the Endowment Fund, however, in order to use this money, the congregation must 'Match' this 

amount.  Any amount you can offer is greatly appreciated." 

 
We have a 23 year old AC unit that must be replaced. The way the units are configured, the AC unit and 

Furnace utilize the same Evaporator Coil. We have a quote from Seiter to replace AC unit, Coil and Furnace for 

a total cost of $7,111. The Council has approved bringing this before the Congregation for final approval.  

 

         

 

 



 Sunday, October 6, 2019 

       Congregational Meeting 
 

      There will be a brief Congregational Meeting following worship on Sunday, October 6th for congregational 

approval to replace the AC unit and furnace.  Please plan to attend. 

 

 

   SPICE OF LIFE  -  October 22nd       
 Mark your calendar ... we will be meeting at Noon on Tuesday, October 22nd.  All seniors in the 

congregation, 55 and older, are invited to attend these gatherings for friend- ship, fellowship and food. Adele 

Lerch  “in charge” this month. On the menu: homemade lasagna, salad and garlic bread.  You are invited to 

bring another salad, veggi or dessert to share.  
. 
 
 

     FIRST AND FRIENDS BOOK CLUB, Tuesday, October 29th, 6-7:30pm 
 

Book to read for October: 

“The Midwife of Hope River” 

by Patricia Harman 

Questions? Concerns? See Adele Lerch. Don’t forget to bring a friend!  We do want the name of our book club 

to really represent who we are – First Lutheran along with our friends!  Be ready for a fun and lively discussion!  

 

     

Remember the Saints 

On All Saints Sunday, November 3rd, we will again remember the saints who have gone before us and have 
entered eternal rest and glory with the Lord.  If you have a departed loved one you wish remembered in the 
Prayer of the Church that day, please call or e-mail the church office or drop us a note before Wednesday,  
October 30th. 



Opportunity for VOLUNTEERS...Have you ever thought about serving the congregation as 
a LECTOR or as an USHER or as a BREAD FAMILY OR maybe as an ASSISTING MINISTER or operating 
the SOUND BOARD?  If so, please contact one of the following individuals to volunteer or to find out more 

information about sharing your talents with the congregation.  Or call the church office, 372-7421 for more 
information. 

Assisting Minister and Bread Families-Linda Blanton       Ushers- Russ Kiser            
Lectors - Hoa Pham   Sound Board Dennis Nagel 

 

 
Have you ever wondered who changes the light bulbs, takes out the trash, does general fix-up and clean-up 
around the church and many other numerous things?  Well, that would be the First Maintainers!  

If you are a retired man and have a couple of hours that you would like to share on Tuesday mornings 
(9:00am-noon) you are invited to join the group.  Give us a call in the church office, 372-7421, with any 
questions you may have. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Cub Scout Pack being sponsored by First Lutheran will be meeting every Wednesday  

night here at the church from 6:30-8:00pm.  Cub Scouting is for boys and girls in grades 
kindergarten through 5

th
 grade.  Any questions can be directed to Rick McClelland. 

 
 

 

 
     BIBLE STUDY  
Bring a simple brown bag lunch with you.  We meet for an hour from noon to 1pm at the church every Thursday.  BRING 
A FRIEND!  You don’t need any special Bible knowledge.  This is an informal, fun, and inspirational discussion time that 
will lift your spirits and give you new insights into your faith.  Upper Room devotional booklets will be provided at no cost 
to all participants.  Our topics are different every week so ANYTIME is the right time to come!  Questions? Contact 
Facilitator Adele Lerch or call the church office, 372-7421. 
 
 



Children’s Sunday School class meets at 9:25am in the downstairs Sunday School room with the “”Deep 
Blue One Room Sunday School” series. 

 

 
The Adult Class meets each Sunday morning following worship.  Sessions this year are built upon the "Wired Word," 
focusing on biblical perspectives of current items in the news. The class is moderated by Dr. James Will.  
Come join the conversation! 
 

 

 

Please keep the following members in your prayers: 

First Lutheran Disciples: Arlington Fields, Russ Kiser, Jean Akers, Betty Peppo and Kathy Teague   



Please keep our homebound members in your prayers: Dottie Ripp,  John Paul Saraga & Barb Taylor 

 

 

 
 
Adult Bible Study With Pastor Tim 

     Thursdays at 1:00pm  
        
Outline of the Study of Evil and Good: 

...Introduction & self-understanding of good and evil and their source - 

Luther’s Small Catechism, Define Theodicy and it’s problem in the Old Testament including three                                     

definitions of evil in the Old Testament. 

...Meaning of “satan” and “demons” in scripture and later use-age: that is, regaining a proper understanding of the terms 

for today. 

...Theodicy in the Old Testament; the problem with God and Evil 

...Theodicy and the “Theology of the Cross” (Luther’s term) 

...The Cross and the Priesthood of Believers (Luther) 



...Theodicy and our Liturgy (Worship) 

...Engaging issues of Violence and Hatred today 

...Issues of Reconciliation and Freedom in the church (body of Christ) and the state (democracy vs. modern regime 

building) 

 

 Outreach Opportunities Through the Congregation 

Volunteer to help on Thursday evenings   Continue collecting 
at The Caring Place. Talk with Barb Swinehart,       Campbell Product UPCs 
or Deb Baldwin about ways in which                                 for Oesterlen Home in 
YOU can help serve others.                                   Springfield. 

  We continue to collect items for the FVPC here in Xenia.  The FVPC is now collecting used 
cell phones, if you have one to donate bring it and place in the FVPC basket in the narthex. An updated need list has 
been posted on the kiosk, however the following items are needed and appreciated:  soap, conditioner, shampoo, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, lotion, combs & brushes, razors (like Bic), envelopes, lined writing 
tablets, pens & pencils, paperback books, coloring books & children’s books.  A donation basket is in the narthex 

 

Junk Journal 

Saturday, October 12
th
, 1:00pm 

Come make a ‘Junk Journal’ with me!  There is no cost to this easy fun and creative project.  This                

will be an outreach opportunity to donate to Lutheran Disaster Response for Hurricane Dorian. 

 A Junk Journal is an easy way of expressing yourself through a written page or a picture or art.            

 Please bring scissors and an empty cake box and anything paper.  I will have an example at church. 

 Bring a snack to share, drinks will be provided. 

 Come join the fun!       Adele Lerch 
 

         “COFFEE MATES”  
 
a fellowship event for women of the church meets at 9:00am the 3rd Saturday of each month at  
The Coffee Hub, 81 East Main Street Xenia.  
The next meeting will be Saturday, October 19th.  You are welcome to join us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Mission Endowment Fund 
 
The fiscal year for First Lutheran Church’s Endowment Fund ended  June 30th.  The fund this past year (Praise 
God!) did well and earned  $11,772.19 (rounded to $12,000)  which the Endowment Fund Committee (with 
Church Council’s approval) distributed to the following ministries or organizations: 
 

Tecumseh Council (Boy Scouts of America)        $   500.00 
Bridges of Hope    (Homeless Shelter)                 $5,500.00 
Living Well Clinic                          $1,000.00 
ELCA World Hunger                     $1,000.00 
Lutheran World Relief                  $   500.00 
Lutheran Disaster Response           $2,000.00  
Amazing Grace Day Camp            $   500.00 
In His Name Ministries            $1,000.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURES DURING OCTOBER 
October 6

th
 (17

th
 Sunday after Pentecost)  October 13

th
 (18

ht
 Sunday after Pentecost)  

  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4    2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
  Psalm 37:1-9     Psalm 111 
  2 Timothy 1:1-14    2 Timothy 2:8-15 
  Luke 17:5-10     Luke 17:11-19 
  

 October 20
th 

 (19
th
 Sunday after Pentecost)   October 27

th
    (Reformation Sunday) 

Genesis 32:22-31    Jeremiah 31:31-34 
      Psalm 121     Psalm 46 

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5    Romans 3:19-28           
Luke 18:1-8     John 8:31-36 

 

Opportunities in the Community…. 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greene County  Schneider House of Hope “Empty Bowl” Dinner and Silent 
Auction  Thursday, October 10

th
, 5-8:00pm  @Hillside Chapel, 3515 Shakertown Rd, Beavercreek. 

Dinner includes all you can eat soup, bread, dessert, and a beverage  (All proceeds will be donated to IHN/Schneider 
House) 

Handmade ceramic bowl and dinner: $25.00   Dinner only: $20.00  Children under 5: Free 
Reservations with payments can be made at IHN or mailed to 124 S. Detroit St, Xenia, Ohio.  Payments can also be 
made the night of the event at the door. 
 
 
 
 
 



Bridges of Hope is a nonprofit organization that focuses on serving Greene County’s local homeless population.  Since 
its founding in 2016 BOH has been striving to meet a vast community need.  According to the shelter administrator, prior 
to opening the shelter doors in December 2017, Greene County did not have a homeless shelter for single men or 
women.  Financial contributions are always appreciated and also volunteers willing to provide a meal.   
At the present time there is a need for: 
 + gym shoes for men and women + new men’s boxers  + new ladies underwear 
 + local fast food $5 gift cards  + large backpacks  + jeans for men and women 

+ flip-flops/shower shoes + hoodies   + sweatpants/loose fitting pants/thermal                                                                                                                                                                                                    
       underwear for men and women 

Donations may be dropped off between 2 and 7pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1087 W. Second Street or call 708-8053 
with questions. 
 

  
”The Pass it On Ministry is now known as "Operation Sweet Dreams” a ministry of Westminster 
 Presbyterian Church at 990 Old Springfield Pike, Xenia. 
 The program has evolved to a primary mission of making sure people have a bed to sleep in.  They feel that 
having a decent bed will change so many lives.   You cannot function well if you do not get a good night's sleep.   They 
especially are   concerned about the children in Greene County that have no bed and unfortunately there are many.  They 
need a good night's sleep to do well in school and in life.    
If you or someone you work with needs one or more beds, please call our Pass it On number: (937) 372-7448 and leave a 
message and your call will be returned as soon as possible.   Please speak slowly; leave your name/telephone 
number/how many beds your need and why.   We go on a case by case basis to fill the needs. 
 For furniture needs or donations  it is recommended you call St. Vincent DePaul.   They are reached through St. 

Brigid Church.   The number is: (937) 372-3193, press #12.   You must leave a message.    
  

 

 


