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Words from our 
 
 

  

       

                         “The Loon and the Moon” 

 

I may never go to the moon, but I have heard a Loon carry a tune.   I have seen three Moose on the loose 

crossing my lane in the state of Maine.  I have been mesmerized by the whispering breeze blowing 

through tall Norwegian Pine trees. 

 

This is part of the scene where we often camped overlooking a lake in Maine.  A beautiful mountain range 

offered the backdrop for this setting.  Night time was so dark that one could almost count every star in 

the Milky Way.  There was not a single shooting star that escaped your eyes. 

 

Canoeing with the kids was very interesting.  One time we came around the bend of the lake and 

encountered a female Moose who was feeding off the bottom of the water.  Most fascinating, however, 

was watching the Loon from the middle of the lake. 

 

The Loon is a duck-like bird with great diving ability.  It is basically black in color with touches of white.  

Every time we tried to paddle towards one for a closer examination they would plunge under the water.  

With anticipation, we watched to see where he would re-appear.  Soon the Loon would emerge hundreds 

of yards away.  He would do so with a distinctive shrieking tune. 

 

This daily activity of the Loon is like our Baptism.  Luther encouraged our need to daily die by drowning 

our sinful self through repentance and rise anew with Christ.  Like the shrieking Loon we are to rise with 

a song of praise to God. 

 

What is most memorable about the Loons, however, is at night when it is pitch black. In these back 

regions of Maine, darkness means not seeing anything in front of you.  The sounds of the Loon are both 

fascinating and calming at a time when everything else around you is quiet and uncertain. 

 

One night as I was laying in the camper, I listened to the Loon sing his tune as if he were calling to 

someone.  I unzipped the side of the tent facing the water.  The moon was rising over the lake just 

above the trees casting a jagged illumination upon the water.  The Loon seemed to be singing a tune to 

the Moon.  Together, they interrupted the uncertainty of the darkened night. 

 

We are full of the night.  We live within the anxieties and uncertainties of what life is offering us.  We 

are blinded by the darkness of distrust, unbelief and worrying about ourselves.  We act out of the fear 

of death by our need to control.  The fear of loss leads to deafness of the needs of others while we 

protect the self.  We struggle to find our own way through this darkened maze of towering obstacles.  

We stumble and fall not seeing the roots of problems below our feet. 

Like the Loon, God sounds the call of the Gospel in Jesus Christ in the center of our Fright-Night.  It 

heals the blindness of our eyes to see the Light who has come into the World.  The song of the Loon is a 

New Tune.  It sings to the Moon and reminds us of the Sun that will rise tomorrow. 

There are those who do not want o hear the song of the Loon.  They prefer the dark to intimidate and 

control.  So they continue to accuse the Loon of singing out of tune. 



Accused of being more of a Lunar Lunatic, they felt the right to put an end to the tune of the Loon to 

the Moon. 

 

Nonsense, they said in unbelief.  Nonsense to this Loon who sang for the Moon.  Bury him in the waters.  

Drown out his song!  And the Loon disappeared.  Down, down, down beneath the tears of human sorrow 

and unbelief. 

 

Yet, there!  Over-there!  He has reappeared singing the tune again.  Not drowned but risen.  He 

continues to sing through the darkness of the Night and to see the Light. 

 

The church without the Gospel is the Loon without a tune.  The Church without Christ is the Night 

without the Moon.  It can contribute to the obstacles of the Night and assert only it’s survival or 

morality or politics.  So easy it is for our Faith to be drowned by our anxieties and fears. 

 

Remember, the Light shone on the waters of our Baptism.  Remember, we are to daily drown our fear of 

death and our need to control.  God destroys the anxieties and unbelief and the worrying about ourselves 

(pride).  We rise and we live in the Freedom of the Gospel.  We sing the tune of the Loon and the Moon.  

It is the promise of the Sun that will rise tomorrow. 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 
is scheduled for Sunday, December 8th after worship for the purposes of electing 

members of the church council, voting on the proposed budget for 2020, and 
appointing a new member of the Memorial Committee.  The proposed budget will be 

available to the congregation about two weeks prior to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Call Committee Update 

 

Before I go into the latest update, I need to make sure that everyone understands the rules regarding 
Interim Pastors serving in congregations looking to call a new pastor.  First, most interim pastors are 

retired and are not looking for a full-time call.  They like the flexibility being an interim provides to 
them to travel and spend time with their spouses and grandchildren.  When a pastor accepts a call to 

be an interim, he/she agrees not to seek a permanent call in that parish and to stay out of the 
congregation’s call process.  Congregations also agree not to consider their interim for a permanent 
call in that parish.  While we all really like Pastor Tim and appreciate all that he has done for us for 

the past 15+ months, we cannot consider him to be our next full time Pastor. 

 

The Call Committee continues to look at the few candidates who have expressed an interest in being 
our new Pastor.  Unfortunately, there are many more pastoral vacancies than there are candidates to 

fill those vacancies.  One of the issues we face is our inability to meet Synod Compensation 
Guidelines, including benefits, for a full-time pastor.  While many of us feel that the Synod 

Compensation Guidelines are a bit excessive. The reality is that pastoral candidates are only applying 
to fill vacancies where the congregation can meet or exceed those guidelines.  As several have told 

me it is a Pastors’ market and will be for a long time to come. 

 

What does this mean for First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Xenia, Ohio?  Well it means that we 
must consider options beyond a full-time pastor, like maybe a 75 or 80% call.  How that would work 
has to be figured out between the candidate and the council and presented to the congregation for 

approval when a candidate is voted on at a special congregational meeting. 

 

Are there other options? Probably, they will be considered as needed and as they present themselves 
to us. 

 

I ask you to continue to pray for the Call Committee, our Council, and our Faith Family as we travel 
down this road together. 

 
Council President Rick McClelland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FISH Sunday November 3rd
 

Since 1994 the first Sunday of each month has been designated as FISH Sunday here at First Lutheran. 
Please bring an item or two or three to church on Sunday, November 3rd  or any Sunday - and place 

your donations in the FISH Food Basket in the narthex (Monetary donations are also accepted you 
can use one of the pew envelopes & mark "For Food Pantry.)  Thank you! 

Our first Sunday of the month food donation continues to collect food for the Xenia Hunger 
Backpack Cuisine Program.   For November we’ve been asked to bring in Dinty Moore beef stew 

OR individual oatmeal servings.  Our donations are always appreciated.  This is an ongoing addition 
to our FISH Sunday requests for food for the Food Pantry.   Please place your donations into the box 

in the narthex marked for the Backpack Cuisine Program. 
Requested items include: 

Pop top can microwave Chef Boyardee  7.5oz single servings 
Non-refrigerated puddings  3.5oz   pop top cans of tuna  3oz 
Dinty Moore beef stew 7.5oz  individual oatmeal box of 8-10 single 
servings 
10 pack fruit juices 5 -8 oz  squeezable jam/jelly 20oz 
pot top cans of fruit 8-9 oz  cans of vegetables 8.5 oz 
pop top cans of chicken 4.5 oz  gold fish and animal cracker snack paks 
cereal bars and granola bars box 8-10 single servings 
Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single servings peanut butter 18 oz containers 

 Be sure to set your clocks BACK one hour before retiring for the night on 

Saturday, November 2nd      Daylight Saving Times ends at 2:00am Sunday, November 3rd  

 

 

Sunday, November 3rd, during worship we will remember the saints who have gone before us and 

have entered eternal rest and glory with the Lord. 
 

 



       Tuesday, November 5th  

Take advantage of the privilege of your freedom and responsibilities as a citizen by voting.  On every 

ballot are issues that will determine the quality of your community for good or ill.  If you don’t vote, 

those who do will be making decisions that affect your life and the lives of everyone in your 

neighborhood and country.  Be part of the action and vote. 

 

 

  Spice of Life  November 19th  (Please note date change!) 

All seniors in the congregation 55 and older, are invited to attend the Spice of Life for friendship, 
fellowship and food. Barbara McKown is hosting this month. On the menu pot roast, potatoes, carrots.  

YOU are invited to bring salad, veggies or dessert. 

 

 

Commitment Sunday   November 10th  
 

This is when we make our commitment to God’s work at First Evangelical Lutheran Church for the 

coming year so that we have an idea of how to budget for 2020.  We are holding Commitment 

Sunday a little later than normal to stay away from our 175th Anniversary Celebration, Reformation 

Sunday and All Saints Sunday.  While your financial contributions are important, this year we are 

asking you to consider nonfinancial gifts and talents the Lord has provided to you.  Consider how the 

Holy Spirit might be calling you to use them at First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Xenia, Ohio.  

Please prayerfully consider which of the gifts that God has provided to you that you will share with 

your church family. 

 
 
Did you know that the Youth Group fund is funded through a partnership with Kroger Community 

Rewards?    

When you designate First Evangelical Lutheran Church (organization QJ872) as your organization of 
choice, Kroger will donate a portion of your shopping total back to First Lutheran Youth. 
All you have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Plus Card. Not sure if you are already 
registered? Check the very bottom of your Kroger receipt to see First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  There are instructions on the kiosk or if you need help registering, please see Jenny Napier. 



 

                
                                                                                                  The Children’s Sunday School 
meets at 9:25am in the downstairs Sunday School room with the “Deep Blue One Room Sunday 
School” series. 

 

   The Adult Sunday School Class meets following worship each Sunday 
morning.  Sessions this year are built upon the "Wired Word," focusing on biblical perspectives of 
current items in the news. The class is moderated by Dr. James Will.         Come join the 
conversation!!  

 

 

 

    FIRST AND FRIENDS BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday, November 26th, 6-7:30pm 

 

Book to read for November:  “”Replay”  written by Ken Grimwood 
Questions? Concerns? Talk with Adele Lerch. .  Don’t forget to bring a friend!  We do want the name 
of our book club to really represent who we are – First Lutheran along with our friends!  Be ready for a 
fun and lively discussion!  

 

 

    BIBLE STUDY  

 
Bring a simple brown bag lunch with you.  We meet for an hour from noon to 1pm at the church every 
Thursday.  BRING A FRIEND!  You don’t need any special Bible knowledge.  This is an informal, fun, 
and inspirational discussion time that will lift your spirits and give you new insights into your faith.  
Upper Room devotional booklets will be provided at no cost to all participants.  Our topics are 
different every week so ANYTIME is the right time to come!  Questions? Contact Facilitator Adele 
Lerch or call the church office, 372-7421. 



 
     Please keep the following members in your prayers: 

Arlington Fields, Russ Kiser, Jean Akers, Betty Peppo and Kathy Teague   
  
Homebound Members: John Paul Saraga and Barb Taylor 

 

Our Sympathy is extended Ann Schoeplen and family.  Long time member Dottie Ripp passed away 
on Saturday, October 19th.  Her funeral was held on Friday, October 25th. 

 

 

 

                  With Pastor Tim 

       Thursdays at 1:00pm 

 
Outline of the Study of Evil and Good 

 
...Introduction & self-understanding of good and evil and their source - 
Luther’s Small Catechism, Define Theodicy and it’s problem in the Old Testament including three definitions of 
evil in the Old Testament. 
 
...Meaning of “satan” and “demons” in scripture and later use-age: that is, regaining a proper understanding of 
the terms for today. 
 
...Theodicy in the Old Testament; the problem with God and Evil 
 
...Theodicy and the “Theology of the Cross” (Luther’s term) 
 
...The Cross and the Priesthood of Believers (Luther) 
 
...Theodicy and our Liturgy (Worship) 
 
...Engaging issues of Violence and Hatred today 
 
...Issues of Reconciliation and Freedom in the church (body of Christ) and the state (democracy vs. modern 
regime building) 

Announcements November 3rd  
You can word these announcements any way you likeYOR delete any of them that 

you don=t want to make (most all of them are in the bulletin!) 
 
Welcome to everyone this morning…if you notice any visitors you might welcome 
them to our worship service also. 



 
Today is All Saints Sunday  
 
Today is FISH Sunday Thanks to everyhone who brought in items for the FISH FOOD 
Pantry or the Xenia Cuisine Program. 
 
Sunday School for the children this morning.  Adult class meets following worship.  
 
The Congregation Care committee wants to provide meals to some of our church 
members.  Please see the sign up sheet on the kiosk to see how you can help. 
 
Anthem Team meets on Tuesday at 6:00pm 
 
Choir Practice meets Wednesday, 6:00pm….  New singers are welcome to join the 
choir as they serve the Lord in song. 
 
 

Pastor Tim’s Bible Study on Good & Evil meets at 1:00pm on Thursday   
 
Next Sunday is Commitment Sunday.  Please bring your pledge cards to worship so 
the financial committee can make the 2020 budget.  Additional cards will be 
available. 
 
Sunday, November 17th the youth are sponsoring a spaghetti lunch and Advent 
Wreath making multi-generational event. Please sign up on the kiosk so they will 
know how many people to plan for. 
 
A Congregational Meeting will be called to order following worship on Sunday, 
December 8th. We will be approving the 2020 budget, elect new council members 
and a Memorial Committee member plus other information items as needed. 
AND anything else you have to announce. 
 
 

 



 
“COFFEE MATES”  

a fellowship event for women of the church will meet at 9:00am the 3rd Saturday of each month at The Coffee 
Hub, 81 East Main Street Xenia.  All ladies are welcome - please join us.  The next meeting will be Saturday, 
November 16th.  You are welcome to join us! 

 
 
 
 

First Lutheran turned 175 years this year.  Everyone had an enjoyable time at the fellowship 

dinner following worship on Sunday, October 27th.  Our State House of Representative from District 74, Bill 
Dean, presented a commendation to the church for its One Hundred Seventy-fifth Anniversary and extended 
best wishes for continued growth and prosperity.  
 
 
 
The youth are sponsoring a multi-generational event on Sunday, November 17th, following worship. 
They will be having a spaghetti  lunch, then we will be making Advent wreaths for everyone to use at 

home during the season of Advent.  All families and members interested in making a wreath their home are 
welcome to join us.  A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Cub Scout Pack being sponsored by First Lutheran meets every Wednesday night here at  
the church from 6:30-8:00pm.  Cub Scouting is for boys and girls in grades kindergarten through 
5th grade.  Any questions can be directed to Rick McClelland. 

 
 

 

 



 
Have you ever wondered who changes the light bulbs, takes out the trash, does general fix-up and clean-up 
around the church and many other numerous things?  Well, that would be the First Maintainers!  

If you are a retired man and have a couple of hours that you would like to share on Tuesday mornings 
(9:00am-noon) you are invited to join the group.  Give us a call in the church office, 372-7421, with any 
questions you may have. 

 

 
 

  Volunteers Needed…. 
 
Have you ever thought about serving the congregation as a LECTOR or as an USHER or as a BREAD 
FAMILY or as a SOUND BOARD volunteer, or maybe as an ASSISTING MINISTER?  
 
     If so, please contact one of the following individuals to volunteer or to 
find out more information about sharing your talents with the congregation.  
 
Assisting Minister & Bread Families:      Linda Blanton 
 
Lectors:  Hoa Pham 
 
Sound Board: Denny Nagel 
 
Ushers: Ron Taylor  (Thank you Ron for ‘taking over’ this position.  After many years of per-forming this 
ministry Russ Kiser has stepped down-we thank him for his service) 
 

Call the church office, 372-7421 for more information. 
 

 

Opportunity in the Community…. 
Bridges of Hope is a nonprofit organization that focuses on serving Greene County’s local homeless population.  Since 
its founding in 2016 BOH has been striving to meet a vast community need.  According to the shelter administrator, prior 
to opening the shelter doors in December 2017, Greene County did not have a homeless shelter for single men or 
women.  Financial contributions are always appreciated and also volunteers willing to provide a meal.   
At the present time there is a need for: 
 + gym shoes for men and women + new men’s boxers  + new ladies underwear 
 + local fast food $5 gift cards  + large backpacks  + jeans for men and women 

+ flip-flops/shower shoes + hoodies   + sweatpants/loose fitting pants/thermal                                                                                                                                                                                                    
       underwear for men and women 

Donations may be dropped off between 2 and 7pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1087 W. Second Street or call 708-8053 
with questions. 

 

 

Outreach Opportunities through the Congregation… 



Volunteer to help on Thursday evenings at The Caring Place. Talk with Barb 
Swinehart, or Deb Baldwin about ways in which YOU can help serve others.   

 

     We continue to collect the items for the Family Violence Protection Center 

here in Xenia   The following items are needed and appreciated:  soap, shampoo, conditioner, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, lotion, combs & brushes, razors (like Bic), 
envelopes, lined writing tablets, pens & pencils, paperback books, coloring books & children’s books   

 
   

 Oesterlen Home in Springfield has discontinued collecting Campbell Labels for 
Education.  However, they still collect Box Tops for Education UPCs. (Please be sure and save only 
the square UPC symbol on the label.  A basket is in the narthex.) 

 
 

 
Scripture Readings for Sundays in November 

 
 November 3rd  (All Saints Sunday)   November 10th

 (22nd Sunday after Pentecost)  

 Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18     Job 19:23-27   
Psalm 149      Psalm 149 
Ephesians 1:11-23       2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 6:20-31      Luke 20:27-38 

    

 

      November 17th
  (23

rd
 Sunday after Pentecost)      November 24th  (Christ the King Sunday)  

  Malachi 4:1-2a     Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 98      Psalm 46 

   2 Thessalonians 3:6-13    Colossians 1:11-20 
   Luke 21:5-19      Luke 23:33-43  

     

 
 

 


