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“A Word of Good-bye 

Interim Pastor Tim Swanson 

    

 As I contemplate my last Pastoral Letter with you, I reflect on my usual word of Good-bye in the best 

of its meaning.  The word or phrase comes from “God be with ye” or God be with you.  This is my hope for you 

as a congregation as you move forward in the next chapter of your life. This letter serves as my last 

congregational report to you as well.  

 

 Whenever I enter into a new calling whether that be a full time or interim pastoral experience, I hope 

that somehow the spirit of Christ is unleashed within that particular setting.  I am thankful that my time with 

you over these one and a half years has witnessed a renewed spirit of God among you.  There is a number of 

reasons for this to happen but the most is that God has something in mind; it is understood by most and you 

move forward with and in it. 

 

 I have a saying that a pastor’s work is only as good as the leadership within a congregation.  So, it 

begins with a leadership in concert with a pastor for good things to happen.  I am, therefore grateful for the 

leadership among the two councils with whom I have had the pleasure to work together.  I spent those months 

using the council sessions to move you toward understanding what a congregation in mission looks like as 

opposed to one just attentive to maintaining the status quo.  The former is energetic moving in an isometric 

circle with leadership in the center and active teams and groups in motion around this, where leadership serves 

a supportive and coordinating role; as opposed to the latter where leadership sits atop a pyramid shape 

controlling what happens below with committees and other organizations.  The council has worked well with me 

in trying to understand this role. 

 
 Two hopes of mine that would model this approach include a Mission Team and a Children Ministry Team.  

The former, I did not have the time to implement the way it needed to be done but its main structure and 

purpose was to consist of three persons to meet and review ministries old and new and set goals to end and to 

begin new groups and teams that would engage persons in a creative process that addresses needs now and in 

the future (what works and what does not - where is the best place to give emphasis with the present 

resources etc.) 

 

 The second hope was to meet with a new team called the Children Ministry Team.  Here I was able to 

gather a group of three for this purpose (Deb Baldwin, Karen Burrell and Jenny Napier).  They now meet 

spontaneously on their own and work together to advance this ministry.  The results have been seen in the past 

several months.  Again, a pastor is only as good as the leadership at every level. 

 

 This kind of ministry could be expanded into other teams or groups presented to the Ministry Team to 

address needs such as encouraging a Home base children’s ministry by such means as learning opportunities for 

parents to pray and teach their children in the home; parent support groups; intergenerational opportunities 

both within and outside the community at First Lutheran; other worship opportunities for parents and others 

who cannot attend regularly on Sunday mornings, etc. 

  

 At the December council session, I handed out some material from my past experience to identify what 

this would look like if placed with a new structure of operation; identify the areas of ministries and place 

under each the teams and groups that help carry out the ministry of that area.  Ultimately, when you settle on 

this, it is placed in the Continuing Resolutions section of the congregation constitution which can be changed at 

will by the council as ministries come and go. 



 I want to acknowledge and thank the music leaders at First, Lisa Szwec and Jim Will, as well as the 

choir members for their talent and conviction in lifting up the worship life along with assistant ministers, 

readers and crucifers during the time I have been here.  It made my work among you that much easier and 

better to do.  (The Anthem Team is an example of how the structure listed above would fit into it.  Those who 

prepare the sanctuary for worship is another.) 

 

 For those who attended my Study Group on Thursdays, I am thankful for your participation and I hope 

you gained from it as much as I did in preparing for it.  This past year we have given emphasis to study 

“Revelation” followed by a long series on “Good and Evil’ and I am finishing up with a short session schedule on 

the Gospels.  

 

 I want to thank the support for my work among you especially the support staff of Evie Ennis who did 

the reprinting and copying for all of the above to take place, as well as, providing me any information that 

would help me be more effective in what a needed to do here.  

 

 I want to thank God for the spirit within all of you as we move for now into different paths but 

following the same Lord.  I will miss you and especially all the young children and the life and spirit they have 

added to your community this past year.  May the spirit of Christ dwell with you now and evermore.  

 

So I simply reiterate where I began with  

Good-bye, i.e., “God be with you” till we meet again.   
 

     Pastor Tim 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank You and Best Wishes to Pastor Tim 
Now that we have called Pastor Bill to be our new Pastor, it is time to say THANK YOU VERY MUCH and 

best wishes to Pastor Tim and his wife, Sherry.  Pastor Tim’s last Sunday with us will be January 19th.  We  
are going to have a reception (with substantial food) following the service so we all get a chance to talk  
to him and his wife along with making presentations.  Our wonderful youth are planning the menu, with  

the help and guidance of the Congregational Care Committee and the Youth Ministry Team.  Please plan  
to spend some time after worship letting Pastor Tim know how much his 18 months with us has meant to 

you and our faith family 
 
 

 



 
FISH SUNDAY January 5th and 12th  

Since 1994 the first Sunday of each month has been designated as FISH Sunday here at First Lutheran. 

 Please bring an item or two or three to church on Sunday, January 5th & 12th and place your donations in the 
FISH Food Basket in the narthex (Monetary donations are also accepted you can use one of the pew envelopes & 

mark "For Food Pantry.)  Thank you! 

  Our first Sunday of the month food donation continues to collect food for the Xenia Hunger Backpack Cuisine 
Program. For January we’ve been asked to bring in pop top cans of tuna or chicken (4-5oz).  Our donations are 

always appreciated 

             This is an ongoing addition to our FISH Sunday requests for food for the Food Pantry.   Please place your 
donations into the box in the narthex marked for the Backpack Cuisine Program. 

Requested items include:  

 
Pop top can microwave Chef Boyardee 7.5oz single servings 

Non-refrigerated puddings 3.5oz 

Dinty Moore beef stew 7.5oz 
pop top cans of tuna 3oz     

individual oatmeal box of 8-10 single servings 

peanut butter 18oz containers 
10 pack fruit juices 5-8 oz     

squeezable jam/jelly 20oz 

pop top cans of fruit 8-9 oz 
cans of vegetables 8.5 oz 

pop top cans of chicken 4.5 oz 

gold fish and animal cracker snack paks 
cereal bars and granola bars box 8-10 single servings 

Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single servings     

   

 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26th  

      FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
On the agenda: Presentation of reports from the Pastor and Church Council on our various ministries, and 

other business as needed 
  An updated directory will be available.  Please give Evie a call in the church office if you know of 

any changes (address, phone, email, etc.) that need to be made to the 2019 church directory. 

 
A BIG Thank YOU ..... 
to the First Maintainers for all the ‘behind the scenes work they do around the church! To Carl Elliott & the Maintainers 

for setting up the outside nativity scene.   

 
 to Doris Nagel, the Altar Guild and others for sanctuary and narthex decorations    

 to Greg Atwood for weekly changing the message on our church sign 

 to my “regular” volunteers who come help collate, label and “dot” the monthly newsletter.    

YOU are always greatly appreciated, but especially when you can come on only a day notice!   

Thanks to Karen Atwood, Carolyn Elliott, Doris Nagel & Betty Peppo     Evie 

 



 
Spice of Life 

Mark your calendar we will be meeting at Noon on Tuesday, January 28th.   All seniors in the congregation, 

55 and older, are invited to attend these gatherings for friendship, fellowship and food.  This month Opal 
and Lee Snell are in charge.  On the menu cabbage rolls, corn, beans and bread.  YOU are invited to bring 

a salad veggie or dessert to share.   
 

 Children’s Sunday School class meets at 9:25am in the downstairs Sunday School room with the  

                “One Room Sunday School” series.  The class resumes on January 5th. 
 

 
Resumes January 5th following worship. This term will feature the "Wired Word," a series of discussions engaging various 

contemporary issues and how we might reflect upon them from a biblical perspective.  The sessions are moderated 
by Dr. James Will.  Everyone is welcome to participate in the discussion. Come One, Come All! 

 

 
Don’t let the winter doldrums get you down!  We will resume meeting on Thursday, January 9th, from noon to 1:00 pm.  

  Bring a brown bag lunch and join facilitator Adele Lerch for an informal Bible study based on the Upper Room 

devotional booklet.  Copies will be provided for all participants.  No special Bible knowledge needed.  This study is 

about what scripture means to YOU. Questions?  Contact the church office at 372-7421. 

 

  First and Friends Book Club 
We will be gathering on Tuesday, January 28th, 6:00pm-7:30pm  

 

 The book for this month is “The Boys in the Boat” written by Daniel James Brown. 
 

 Questions? Concerns? Talk with Adele Lerch.  Don’t forget to bring a friend!  We do want the name of our 

book club to really represent who we are – First Lutheran along with our friends!  Be ready for a fun and lively 

discussion!    YOU are welcome to join us! 



 
 

Notes from our First Lutheran Staff: 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
              Sherry and I wish to give thanks to all of you for your special offering gift to us this Christmas. We 

wish you a blessed New Year.  May God bless and keep your homes and families with peace and love.    

Pastor Tim 

 

To my “First” Family, 
 Thank you so much for your generous Christmas gift.  I enjoy working in the church office each 
weekday and    I’m honored to know I’m so appreciated!        

         Evie 

Thanks very much to everyone at First Lutheran for the generous gift you have given me this year.  It is 

sincerely appreciated.  As always, I am most grateful for your continued love and support, and wish you 
the blessings and promises of the Christmas season throughout the coming new year.  
       Jim 

As we put the finishing touches on 2019 and into 2020, I reflect upon our congregation's kindness, prayers 
and support   of all the ministries here at First Lutheran.  Although we are a small congregation we get a lot 

done. It is refreshing to see so much involvement in so many programs.   I am especially encouraged by 
your continued support of the music ministry. I especially want to thank the members of our choir for their 

dedication and service.     Love in Christ,    Lisa 

 

 

For Your Information.... 
 

❖ Thank You to the Congregation!  Our Annual Special Christmas Appeal during the holidays raised 

$430.00!  A check will be sent to the Bridges of Hope. 

❖ At the Church Congregational Meeting on December 8th, Doris Nagel was re-elected for  her second 

term and Deb Baldwin and Mike Burrell were elected for a first term.  Jenny Napier, Barbara McKown 

and John Saraga continue on council to serve through 2020. Council members were installed during 

worlship on January 5th.   Also, Elizabeth Ditton was appointed to serve on the Memorial Committee.  

(Rick McClelland and Neil Hoelle have completed their council terms.)  

❖ Many thanks to the family of Nic Bowman.  In his estate he requested funds come to First Lutheran.  
The money has been invested with the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA.  

 

 
Pastor Bill Schowchow will begin serving as our full time Pastor on Tuesday, January 21st.  His first Sunday in 

the pulpit leading worship will be Sunday, January 26th.  We will have a “normal” coffee and Fellowship 

Time after our annual meeting that Sunday.   His “official” installation as our pastor will occur sometime in 

February when the Bishop’s Assistant is available to conduct the installation.   
 

 
 
 



 
 
Weather Cancellations...now that winter is here please tune to television Channel  7 (WHIO), Channel 2 

(WDTN), or radio channel WHIO 95.7/ 1290 for the possibility of any church service or activity cancellations. 
 

 
 

 
 

“COFFEE MATES” 
 

A fellowship event for women of the church meets at 9:00am the 3rd Saturday of each month at The Coffee 

Hub, 81 East Main Street Xenia.  All ladies are welcome - please join us.  The next meeting will be  
Saturday, January 18th.  You are welcome to  join us! 

 

 
Outreach Opportunities through the Congregation 

 

The Caring Place needs a few volunteers to work on Thursday evenings on a regular or perhaps a rotating 

basis. If you are interested in this ministry please contact the church office. 

 

  We continue to collect items for the FVPC here in Xenia. The following items are needed and 

appreciated:  soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, lotion, combs & brushes, 

razors (like Bic), envelopes, lined writing tablets, pens & pencils, paperback books, coloring books & children’s books.  A 
donation basket is in the narthex. 

 

 

  We continue to collect items for the FVPC here in Xenia. The following items are needed and 
appreciated:  soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, lotion, combs & brushes, 

razors (like Bic), envelopes, lined writing tablets, pens & pencils, paperback books, coloring books & children’s books.  A 

donation basket is in the narthex. 



   
 

Scriptures for Sundays in January 

 
January 5th (2nd Sunday of Christmas)   January 12th (Baptism of our Lord) 

Jeremiah 31:7-14       Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 147:12-20      Psalm 29  
Ephesians 1:3-14      Acts10:34-43          

Matthew John 1:10-18     Matthew 3:13-17 
January 19th (2nd Sunday after Epiphany)   January 27th (3rd Sunday after Epiphany)  

  Isaiah 49:1-7:                  Isaiah 9:1-4 

   Psalm 40:1-11       Psalm 27:1-.4-9 
  1 Corinthians1:1-19          1 Corinthians 1:10-18        

  John 1:29-42          Matthew 4:12-23 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 2nd 
More than 30 years ago on a Super Bowl Sunday, a single youth group was inspired by a simple prayer.  
They started the Souper Bowl of Caring, a youth-led movement that is now an international event. 

 In 2019, 4,880 groups nationwide raised $3,858,737 in cash, 4,864,089 lbs of food, and 987,957 food 
items  for charities in their areas.  It is turning our nation’s biggest weekend of football into its largest 

weekend of giving. 
 Drop a dollar - or more! in a soup pot on February 2nd as you leave worship.  Your donation will go 

directly to the Xenia FISH Pantry We are on a mission to fight hunger and poverty.  YOU can help. 

 
“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl 

football game, help us be mindful of 
those without a bowl of soup to eat 

 
 


