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“”And the Word Became Flesh...” 

 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. John 1:14.  The same Word spoken at creation in Genesis 
appeared in the flesh.  It was through the Word that God created and it is through the Word that God 

continues to create.  Yet we are unable to hear the Word of God directly in creation.  God must speak 
directly to us.  

It is Luther who understood that the infinite dwells in the finite.  This is how the infinite God is made known to 

us.  John’s Gospel goes on to say that this Word of God, in the flesh, is full of grace and truth.  Now, the truth 
of God and the grace of God are pleased to dwell in Jesus: the infinite lives in the finite.   

 We celebrate the birth story of a truly human Jesus in the Gospel of Luke.  Here the Word of God is 

wrapped in swaddling clothes or, as Luther says, wrapped in whatever garment Mary was able to supply 
from her own clothing.  Here the Word of God is laid in a manager that now cradles a precious gift. It was 

necessary for our human understanding to experience the Word of God in the flesh.  Now we can hear and 
grasp the Word of God and its purpose for us 

The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God in Jesus Christ known to us in the church today; it is the Spirit that 

Jesus promised in John’s Gospel.  The Holy Spirit imparts the Word into us at our baptism so that the Word of 
God can now dwell within each of us, make the grace and truth of God known to the rest of the world.  

Each of us becomes a little Christ to the neighbor, witnessing to the Gospel. 

The Word of God in Christ who is in infinite, becomes present for us in the bread and the wine, that are the 
finite.  It is the body of Christ “for you” and ”for me”.  It is the blood of Christ “shed for you” and “for me”.  

Jesus is present as the resurrected Lord in the bread and wine “for us”.  The infinite is present in the finite.  
When we eat the bread and drink the cup, Christ is in us; again, the Word is dwelling in the flesh.  

This is all of God’s doing.  It is gift.  It is the divine presence that makes us one in God and one with one 

another.  It is a holy act that makes us holy.  This the will of God.  It is full of mystery, understood only by faith. 

The meaning of Christmas, therefore, has a two-fold understanding for our celebration.  In the word “Christ”, 
we celebrate the Word of God wrapped in the manger where God is pleased to come to us and dwell.  In 

the word “mas” or “mass”, that is the Lord’s Supper, we share in the infinite gift to humankind by sharing in 
the Word of God.  It comes to us and dwells in our flesh as we proclaim the birth of Christ for the world, as 

well as, our dedication to witnessing to the God who is pleased to dwell in us through the body and blood 
of Christ.  THIS IS THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRIST!  The Word of God is now wrapped up in us and we are truly 

thankful.  

In the Creed of Luther’s Small Catechism, Luther confesses: God created me (1st article); Jesus is my Lord 
(2nd Article); and the Holy Spirit calls me (3rd Article).  The Church is the Body of Christ (3rd Article) and the 

communion of saints, the holy sanctified ones in whom Christ chooses to dwell in Word and Sacrament for 
our salvation (2nd Article), so that, we may bear witness to the world of the purposes of the God of Creation 
for all (1st Article).  

 
God has reached out to us and touched us with the Word of Truth.  Now, like the shepherds and later the 

disciples, go and proclaim, that is announce to the world, this birth and our new birth of the holy one of 
God. 

    Pastor Tim 



decorated with handmade ornaments will soon be making its appearance in the Narthex 

of First Lutheran.  Through this tree we are able to reach out to others during the Christmas season, specifically to 

families living at the American Red Cross Emergency Housing Shelter. 

 Please take the “wanted items” list off the ornament hanging on the tree, leave the ornament along with your 

name and phone number written on the back.  For those ornaments with a child's request printed on them, please be 

sure to get both the clothing item as well as the toy listed.  If you are unable to go shopping please consider donating 

money and Jenny Napier and Jane Cross will purchase items for the children.  See Jenny or Jane if you have questions.  

Children’s gifts will need to be at the church by Sunday, December 15th.  

  

                       
 

              We will convene our Congregation Meeting, Sunday, December 8th following worship.  

We will be voting on approval of the 2020 Budget, election of council members to serve during 2020/21, 
appointment of a Memorial Committee member, and other information items as needed.  

 
 Once we have conducted the congregational business we will be voting on calling Pastor William 

Schwochow to be our next pastor and also voting on the proposed compensation package.  This will be a 
paper ballot vote. 

 

“Meet and Greet”  
The congregation is invited to a ‘meet and greet’ session with Pastor Bill Schwochow and his wife, Brenda, 
3:00-5 pm the afternoon of Sunday December 1st.  There will be light snacks for all to enjoy, we encourage 

all confirmed members to come and meet Pastor Bill.   
 
 

 
 

A Note From Our Financial Secretary    
The church's last regular offering deposit for 2019 will be made on Sunday, December 29th.   So that is the last deposit 

that will be reflected on the 2019 Statement of Contributions.  Any questions can be directed to Linda Blanton our 
Financial Secretary.  Any contribution received after December 30th will be credited to your 2020 statement.   

 

 
 

 



    FISH SUNDAY DECEMBER 1st             
 

Since 1994 the first Sunday of each month has been designated as FISH Sunday here at First Lutheran.  Please                                                

bring an item or two to church on Sunday, December 1st OR any Sunday this month.  Any items you bring in 
will be greatly appreciated.  Monetary donations are also accepted, you can use one of the pew envelopes 

and mark “For Food Pantry.”Thank you! 

Our first Sunday of the month food donation continues to collect food for the Xenia Hunger Backpack 

Cuisine Program. For December we’ve been asked to bring individual oatmeal boxes of 8-10 single servings.  

Our donations are always appreciated. 
This is an ongoing addition to our FISH Sunday requests for food for the Food Pantry.   Please place your 

donations into the box in the narthex marked for the “Backpack Cuisine Program”. 

 
Requested items include:  

   Pop top pan microwave Chef Boyardee 7.5oz single servings            Non-refrigerated puddings 3.5oz 

pop top cans of tuna 3oz      Dinty Moore beef stew 7.5oz 
individual oatmeal box of 8-10 single servings   10 pack fruit juices 5-8 oz 

squeezable jam/jelly 20oz      pop top cans of fruit 8-9 oz 

cans of vegetables 8.5 oz      pop top cans of chicken 4.5 oz 
gold fish and animal cracker snack paks    peanut butter 18oz containers 

cereal bars and granola bars box 8-10 single servings  Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single servings                                                                                                                                           

          
 

SPICE OF LIFE 

Mark your calendar, we will be meeting at Noon on Tuesday, December 17th.  (Please note that this is a change from 

the regularly scheduled day.)  All seniors in the congregation, 55 and older, are invited to attend for friendship, 

fellowship and food.  Barbara McKown is in charge.  One the menu: On the menu: meat loaf, potatoes, and green 

beans . You are invited to bring salad or dessert. No gift exchange this year, instead please bring in a canned good 
item for the FISH Pantry.   

 
 

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL APPEAL 
 Annually we have a special appeal during the holidays. The organization to benefit is familiar to us, 

 and depends on the generous support of the community to exist and do their good work.  This year 

 our church council approved the Bridges of Hope for our donations.  All donations must be received 

 by Sunday, December 29th to count for 2019.  Please make checks out to First Lutheran, with “Christmas Appeal” 
 on the giving envelope. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Outreach Opportunities through the Congregation... 



                 The Caring Place needs a few volunteers to work on Thursday evenings on a regular or perhaps a rotating 

basis. If you are interested in this ministry please contact the church office.  

 

      We continue to collect items for the FVPC here in Xenia. The following items are needed and 

appreciated:  soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, lotion, combs & 

brushes, razors (like Bic), envelopes, lined writing tablets, pens & pencils, paperback books, coloring books & children’s 

books.  A donation basket is in the narthex.  

Oesterlen Home continues collecting Box Tops for Education UPCs Please be sure and 

save only the square UPC symbol on the label.  A basket is in the narthex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        For Christmas Eve 
Call Evie in the church office, 372-7421, if you would like to order a 6½” foil wrapped poinsettia plant for our  
Christmas Eve worship service.  Orders must be in no later than December 15th.  $11.00 per plant. 

 

 

 

 

  
The Children’s Sunday School Class resumes on January 5th , with the One Room Sunday School series.  The Adult 

Sunday School Class moderated by Dr. James Will also resumes on January 5th using the Wired Word series giving timely 

lessons that will biblically educate and engage us through energetic discussion of current events.  

 

 

 



 
CRIPTURE  READINGS  FOR  SUNDAYS  IN  DECEMBER 

  
  December 1st   (1st Sunday in Advent)  December 8th (2nd Sunday in Advent)    

    Isaiah 2:1-5     Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 122     Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

1 Romans 13:11-14    Romans 15:4-13 
   Matthew 24:36-44    Matthew 3:1-12 

  

December 15th  (3rd Sunday in Advent)   December 22nd (4th Sunday in Advent) 

   Isaiah 35:1-10            Isaiah 7:10-16 

   Psalm Luke 1:46b-55          Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

   James 5:7-10     Romans 1:1-7 
             Matthew 11:2-11     Matthew 1:18-25 

 

     December 29th (1st Sunday in Christmas) 

      Lessons and Carols 

 
  

 

 

Volunteers Needed.... 

A note from our new Usher Lead: WE are in need of additional ushers -- youth through adults are welcome. If 
you are interested, please contact Ron Taylor.  Training will be provided if you have not ushered before at our 
church. 

Have you ever thought about serving the congregation in another capacity?  If so we can always use more 
LECTORS or BREAD FAMILIES OR ASSISTING MINISTERS or operating the SOUND BOARD?  

     If so, please contact one of the following individuals to volunteer or to find out more information about sharing your talents with 
the congregation.  Or call the church office, 372-7421 for more information. 

  Assisting Minister & Bread Families:   Linda Blanton  

  Lectors:          Hoa Pham  

  Sound Board:     Dennis Nagel  

  Ushers      Ron Taylor 

 

“COFFEE MATES”  

a fellowship event for women of the church will meet at 9:00am  
the 3rd Saturday of each month at The Coffee Hub, 81 E. Main St.  
All ladies are welcome—please join us. 

The next meeting will be Saturday, December 21st.  
 

 

 



 
  

You and your family are welcome to come to all of these activities 

taking place at First during the Christmas season 

 

 

During the season of Advent we are using the communion setting entitled, Mass of the Nativity.  Written by 
our own music director, Dr. Jim Will, the music is a celebration of expectancy and joy befitting the moods of 

Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  Come and worship with us on the Sundays of Advent.  (December 1st, 8th, 
15th & 22nd. 

 

Worship with us at our Holden Evening Prayer Service  

  6:00pm on Wednesday– December 4th, 11th and 18th  
  

 
Sunday, December 8th, 1:00pm the congregation is invited to go along with our Church Choir as they 
go Christmas Caroling to our homebound members.  

 

  During Worship, Sunday, December 22nd     

.The Grinch who put Christ in Christmas 

 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24th worship at 7:30pm (includes a special Children’s Sermon 
 

            News in the Parish... 

 
   Continue to keep our First Lutheran Disciples in your prayers:    Arlington Fields, Russ Kiser, Jean Akers, 

Betty Peppo and Kathy Teague 



 Remember our homebound members in your prayers...  Barb Taylor and John Paul Saraga 

 

N         JANUARY 26th   

  FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
      On the agenda: Presentation of reports from the Pastor and Church Council on our various ministries, and other 

business as needed 

  An updated directory will be available.  Please give Evie a call in the church office if you know of any changes 
(address, phone, email, etc) that need to be made to the ‘old’ 2019 church directory. 

     

 

 
 

    FIRST AND FRIENDS BOOK CLUB is taking a hiatus during December. 

      The book for January is “The Boys in the Boat” written by Daniel James Brown.  
      We will resume on Tuesday, January 28th.  

 
 

 
                                  Bible Study 
Bring a simple brown bag lunch with you.  We meet for an hour from noon to 1pm at the church every Thursday.  

BRING A FRIEND!  You don’t need any special Bible knowledge.  This is an informal, fun, and inspirational discussion time 

that will lift your spirits and give you new insights into your faith.  Upper Room devotional booklets will be provided at no 

cost to all participants.  Our topics are different every week so ANYTIME is the right time to come!  Questions? Contact 

Facilitator Adele Lerch or call the church office, 372-7421.  We will be gathering December 5th, 12th & 19th, taking a 

break on the 26th and return to our regular schedule on January 2nd.   

                      With Pastor Tim   Thursdays at 1:00pm 

Thursday, December 5th, 12th & 19th, a comparison study of the books of the Gospel 

 

  Oesterlen Services for Youth... 
 

 Greetings!  It is the time of year when the world prepares for celebrating the birth of Christ, the greatest gift of all.  It has 
been quite a year at Oesterlen.  Celebrations are held many times a year for youth who have successfully graduated the residential 
program.  There are celebrations with the students that have completed their GED.  Celebrations occur when a child has taken 
important steps in therapy.  
 Your gifts have made these celebrations grand and are like gold, frankincense and myrrh in the way the youth use and 
appreciate them.  Ministry in the lives of children is an eternal job.  It is a serious responsibility and the need is never saturated.  God 



continues to inspire people like you to pray for our youth and staff throughout the year.  God continues to stir individuals, 

congregations ad corporations to take up the cause of support the troubled youth in today’s society. 
 “What makes Oesterlen Services for Youth, Inc. unique?”  Christ is what makes this place unique!  His love shines through our 
staff.  It can be seen shining through administrators, therapists, supervisors, youth workers and support staff.  From those who work 
directly with the children to those who work “behind the scenes” to those who support Oesterlen, we are all the body of Christ to the 
children and families that we serve. 
 Below is a partial Annual Wish List for all of the youth that Oesterlen serves.  Please see the complete list posted on the kiosk 
in the narthex. 

 

     2019 OESTERLEN WISH LIST    
grooming aids ... stick deodorant (2.6 oz or larger-gender neutral), body lotion (plastic containers), bar soap, toothpaste (6.4 oz),  
tooth brushes, (soft bristle, adult size) bath towels & wash cloths, shower shoes, hair brushes 
 
school supplies ... pens, pencils, markers, lined notebook paper, pocket folders, single subject lined notebooks without spirals, three 
ring binders, 1” & 2" with folder pockets, glue sticks, small 2019 pocket calendars 
 
art supplies...construction paper; sketch pads, drawing paper, craft kits, colored pencils, permanent and non–permanent markers 
 
games/toys... decks of playing cards 
 
gift certificates ... for fast food or pizza reward parties (i.e. McDonald’s, Wendy’s, Burger King, Wendy’s, Donato’s ($5, $10 or $20) 
 
gift cards ... for individually selected items from, Wal Mart or Meijer 
 
Bath towels and wash clothes, boxers (sz 28-44) sweatpants (S-XLarge though medium is most often needed), t-shirts or sweat-shirts 
(adults sz S-5XL) 
 
Life Skills programing: Gardening, Wood Shop and The Farm...flower/vegetable seeds; gift cards for Lowe’s, Home Depot, Rural King 
or Tractor Supply Company, wood working tools, wood and supplies 


