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    Worship with us on Sunday morning at 9:30am 

  Sunday School for Children during 9:30am worship 

Adult Sunday School, 11:00am  

       (No Sunday School on April 14th & 21st, classes resume April 28th) 

 

Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00am-2:00pm 

 
 



 

Discipleship and Living Under the Sign of the Cross:  

           A Lenten Journey - Part Two 

 
From last month’s article, who is the Roman Empire today?  Who seeks to destroy today by means similar to a 

cross? How does God’s Word overcome this today? 

 

   >>> Markings of incivility. 

   >>> The “ism” of the absolute. 

   >>> The “ego” of conceit. 

 

The actual “cross” does not exist in our society.  The closest symbol we have today is the electric chair and 

death by injection.  I suppose if you are familiar with the movie ”The Green Mile”, you might have some horrid 

impressions of what the electric chair can do?  Yet, we still do not have anything that compares to death by 

the cross.  There are still some societies that do inflict all kinds of torture on the enemies of the state.  These have 

also been inflicted on many Christians because of the threat of their witness in that society.  There are still some 

places where Christians are targeted for harm and even death today. 

 

Our society has a history, however, that is marked with the “isms” of absolute power.  These “isms” that create 

an undo cross by demoting some people to a lessor and often an abusive situation.  These are known by such 

names as “racism, “chauvinism”, “sexism” “materialism”, and so forth and so forth.  The one “ism” that lifts one 

person above the rest is “individualism” or more familiar “egoism”.  The is where we place ourselves above 

everyone and everything else.  The corporate level of this “ism” can be “nationalism” and “patriotism” that puts 

ourselves above the good of the whole global community.  

 

Finally, incivility is when the worldly or national climate is marked by distrust in any form of authority or law that 

puts the community at risk because of the ”ism’s of any one individual or group.  In accordance with the book, 

“The Fourth Turning”, we are moving into that fourth out of four turnings of the cycle of social order.  It is called 

the “Crisis”.  This is likened to the crisis of 1929-1946 where we lived through a depression and a second world 

war.  Out of that crisis, following the war, we moved into the first turning called the “high” where there was a 

return to “institutions” to provide stability to a world torn apart.  This period was 1946-1964.  It was a remarkable 

period of confidence in the systems that seemed to work well.  We then entered the “Awakening” turning 

where the new generations began to question the absolutism of the governing institutions.  It was the time of 

Vietnam and the civil rights movement.  This was the period of 1964-1984.  It was the era of protest and the 

dismantling of the institution so important in the period before it.  This gave way to the third turning of 1984-? 

Which is marked by what is called the “low”?  Whereas the “high” turning is marked by trust institutions, the 

“low” puts its trust in individuals.  We follow the cycle between institutionalism to individualism.  It paves the way 

for incivility to become the marking of the times.  Our schools, once safe havens, became threatened from 

within; our country which seemed so secure was disrupted by September 11.  Politics is marked with all kinds of 

talk but little action.  “Terrorism” has become the “war” of today.  We have probably entered the fourth turning 

which is again the “Crisis”.  It is within this period that we will return to the need for our trust in institutions.  So 

once again we will try to organize to get us out of this “crisis” phase. 

 

Yet even in our “high” turning, we were still faced with “isms’.  Even the period of 1946-1964, we were a nation 

faced with racisms and sexisms.  We also became enamored with a division of “capitalism” and “communism” 

that built up a nuclear arsenal and the beginnings of a germ warfare threat.  We are living within an era now 

that is the result of the last “high”.  So when we move beyond the crisis and create a trust in institutions, the 

cycle wil continue by a generation who will question the authority.  This is the natural way of disallowing any 

absolute to take on an internal form. 



The cross is the emptying of ourselves before the throne of God as individuals and as institutions and nations.  

The cross puts our wisdom and our need for power to defeat.  The foolishness of God and the weakness of God 

become the basis for a new life, a new creation.  Chaos and death     are seeds for a new creation and new 

life. 

 

The church needs to be aware of our absolutes as well.  We will always face the need for reformation as 

Luther’s time when the church became absolutized in “institutionalism”.  It was marked by the inquisitions that 

authorized church officials to torture and put to death those in opposition to the church as an institution.  In the 

name of Jesus and under the sign of his cross, the institutional church led crusades in the middle ages. 

 

Even today, we are trying to transform our church trusting in the absolute form of institutionalism.  So we lift up 

the call to discipleship and the call of each individual to take on your “spiritual” growth which includes your 

commitment to Jesus Christ within the context of the church. 

 

We are endangered, however, when we make this an absolute form of individualism called spiritualism.  The 

word “spiritualism” comes in many forms that suits the “individual”.  This, in its absolute form, leads to a 

disconnection with creation and God’s of justice.  It is signaled by the masses of individuals leaving the church 

in her present institutional form today to find their spiritual growth elsewhere. 

 

It is the community of the body of Christ that lives under the sign of the cross that holds the balance between 

individuals and institutions.  The focus is on the center of the cross where Jesus died.  It is pointed upward to the 

heavenly realm of God’s rule yet firmly rooted in the earth where God’s work is done.  The arms of Jesus extend 

to embrace all as individuals and as institutions that empty themselves to his Grace and Love.  When Jesus is 

the focus, then all of our “isms” are are transformed so it is no longer my individual “egoism” but Christ who lives 

in “me” and it is no longer our nationalism or our institutionalisms but the global Body of Christ, the living 

organism.  We are grafted to Jesus just as the “branch” is grafted to the “vine”. 

 

There is no such thing as a “lone” Christian but a community known as the body of Christ.  We forget what it 

means to be a Christian when we make the church into an absolute form that lives for its own self.  

 

The True Christian is one who lives under the sign of the cross as one who surrenders all sense of authority and 

power to the one who came to us in weakness to “raise us up” to walk in a newness of life.  We do not walk this 

alone.  We walk together as one global community led by the one who was raised by God and who sits at the 

right hand of God with true power and authority.  Only when we surrender to his Grace as individuals joined 

together in his body will we experience the power of the Resurrection. 

 

We are baptized who “daily” die to our sinful self, the “isms” as individuals and as institutions and groups.  We 

are to daily confess those sins to God and pray that the Will of God may lead us in everything we do. 

 

I personally worship God, pray and study the scriptures on a regular basis not in order to impress my God but as 

the means of seeking the ways of God to be lived out in my life and the life of the church.  So my worship and 

my prayer and my study are not just for myself but is done within the community of God’s people who are also 

seeking out the will of God for our lives together.  When we translate this on a global scale, it is the whole 

church on earth that seeks out together the will and purposes of God for our place and our time.  Will you 

genuinely seek to grow under the sign of the cross by joining us regularly and frequently?  It means you have to 

surrender your time and gifts to the glory of God.  But only then will God be able to overcome our personal 

“isms” that direct each of our lives.  

 

 

Blessings, 

 

 Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Since 1994 the first Sunday of each month has been designated as FISH Sunday here at First Lutheran.  Please 

bring an item or two to church on Sunday, April 7th.  As has become ‘normal’ at the FISH Pantry the volunteers will accept 

any food items you would like to donate. (Monetary donations are also accepted, you can use one of the pew envelopes 

and mark "For Food Pantry.”) Thank you! 

Our first Sunday of the month food donation is collecting food for the Xenia Hunger Backpack Cuisine Program.  This 

group is attempting to provide food to Xenia children who receive discounted and free lunch during the week but have 

little or nothing to eat on the weekend.  This will be an ongoing addition to our FISH Sunday requests for food for the Food 

Pantry.  Please place your donations into the box in the narthex marked for the Backpack Cuisine Program.  (For April we’ve 

been asked to bring in 20oz bottles of squeezable jam/jelly OR 18oz plastic containers of peanut butter.) 

 

Other requested items include:  

 

Pop top can microwave 7.5oz single servings   pop top cans of fruit 8-9 oz 

Non-refrigerated puddings 3.5oz    cans of vegetables 8.5 oz 

pop top cans of tuna  3oz     pop top cans of chicken 4.5 oz 

Dinty Moore beef stew 7.5oz     gold fish and animal cracker snack paks 

individual oatmeal box of 8-10 single servings   cereal bars & granola bars box 8-10 single serve 

10 pack fruit juices 5-8oz     Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single servings 
squeezable jam/jelly  20oz     peanut butter 18 oz containers 

 

 
 

 Spice of Life 

 

Mark your calendar,  we will be meeting at Noon on Tuesday, April 23rd.   All seniors in the congregation, 55 and older, are 

invited to attend these gatherings for friendship, fellowship and food.  The Sewing Circle is hosting this month.  On the 

menu: fried chicken, scalloped potatoes, green beans and rolls.  You are invited to bring a salad or dessert. 

 

ff The Children’s Sunday School continues the One Room Sunday School series on April 7th and 28th. No class 

on April 14th & 21st.  The Adult Sunday School continues the Wired Word Series – discussions engaging various 

contemporary issues and how we might reflect upon them from a biblical perspective.  The class is led by Dr. James Will.  

Class meets on April 7th & 28th.  No class on April 14th & 21st 

   
 

 



 
Following worship on Easter Sunday the children of the congregation will be participating in an Easter Egg Hunt  

sponsored by our Education Committee.   Parents...be sure and bring your child’s Easter Basket on Easter Sunday.  

 

 

  
The past several years following Easter Sunday worship, we’ve enjoyed a time of fellowship.  Plan to join us on  

Easter Sunday this year.  If you would like to bring a pastry to share, please indicate that on the sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

 

 

 
Ladies, bring your mom, your daughter, your sister, your cousin, your aunt, your best friend - or come on your own, you’ll find 

friends here.  ALL ladies are welcome to come for food, fellowship with friends and entertainment.  Dennis Nagel has 

volunteered to be in charge of the dinner - with his many helpers on hand for assistance.  The menu will be announced 

soon (watch the Sunday bulletin). However the ticket prices will be the same as last year … $10.00 for adults, $4.00 for 

children 6-12, 5 and under free.  We will be having dinner and then enjoy entertainment provided by the Senior Sensations 

TAP Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers are requested for the following members of the congregation:  Donna Johnson, Neil Hoelle, Gene Norris,  

Russ KIser, Judy Williams, Linda Blanton, Jean Akers, Betty Peppo and, and Kathy Teague  

 

Congratulations to Adele Lerch and Jean Akers.  They became grandmothers for the 9th time on February 19th 

when Luna Ann Marie Phillips was born to Brandon and Sharon Phillips.   
 

Our Sympathy  is extended to Amy Jacobs and family.  Amy’s mother, Nancy Fleckenstein, a former member 

passed away unexpectedly on February 28th. ,  

 

Keep our homebound members in your prayers: Nick Bowman, Dottie Ripp, John Paul Saraga & Barb Taylor   

 



   Bible Study, Thursday’s from noon to 1:00 pm  

Bring a brown bag lunch and join facilitator Adele Lerch for an informal Bible study based on the Upper Room devotional 

booklet.  Copies will be provided for all participants.  No special Bible knowledge needed.  This study is about what 

scripture means to YOU.  Questions?  Contact the church office at 372-7421. 

 

 

 FIRST AND FRIENDS BOOK CLUB will be gathering on Tuesday, April 30th, 6-7:30pm 

The book selection for April is “A Thousand Acres”  written by Jane Smiley.  Questions?  Talk with Adele 

Lerch.  Don’t forget to bring a friend!  We do want the name of our book club to really represent who we are -  

First Lutheran along with our friends.  Be ready for a fun and lively discussion! 

YOU are welcome to join us. 

  Have you ever wondered who changes the light bulbs, takes out the trash, does general fix-up and clean-

up around the church and many other numerous things?  Well, that would be the First Maintainers!  If you are a retired 

man and have a couple of hours that you would like to share on Tuesday mornings you are invited to join us.  Give us a call 

in the church office, 372-7421, with any questions you may have.  

 
 

 

Outreach Opportunities through the Congregation.. 
 

Volunteer to help on Thursday evenings at The Caring Place. Talk with Barb Swinehart or  

Deb Baldwin about  ways in which YOU can help serve others.   

 

We continue to  collect items for the FVPC here in Xenia.  The following items are needed and appreciated:  soap, 

conditioner, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, lotion, combs & brushes, razors (like 

Bic), envelopes, lined writing tablets, pens   & pencils, paperback books, coloring books & children’s books.  A 

donation basket is in the narthex 

 

  Continue collecting Campbell Product UPCs for Oesterlen Home in Springfield.     

                                (Please be sure and save only the square UPC symbol on the label) 



Sunday, April 7th after Worship 

Pastor Tim will have a session on “Baptisms” of any who desire to be baptized or have their children or 

grandchildren baptized. 

 

 

 
Call Process Update – 

 The Call Committee was trained by Pastor Bob Abrams, the Southern Ohio Synod Bishop’s Assistant, on 

March 6th.  Our Ministry Site Profile has been placed where potential candidates to be our new Pastor from 

throughout the ELCA can see it and apply.  Now we wait while Pastors and candidates for ministry apply to be 

our new pastor and the Synod reviews them to see if they will potentially be a good fit for us.             

 Once the Synod has some candidates for the Call Committee to consider their names and information 

will be given to the Call Committee to consider.  If the Committee does not believe that any of the candidates 

is right for us, they return the list to the Synod.  If they feel that one is the right person to be our next pastor, they 

recommend them to the church council.  Please remember that all of the Call Committee’s work must be kept 

strictly confidential until the council makes a recommendation to the congregation. 

 

 
Saturday April 27th 

  Congregation Evaluation/Planning Session  

     led by Pastor Tim 

 Every organization needs to do a complete relook at its strategic plan about every 5 years and it has 

been at least that long since we developed our current strategic plan.  

  Pastor Tim will lead us in the Seven Practices of Faith Evaluation to help us discern where are 

needs are as we prepare for our new pastor.  The entire congregation is invited to join us that day to 

go through this process and then to determine what actions we will undertake to improve in the faith 

practices identified as needing improvement. 

 We will begin at 9:00am with refreshments and the Gathering will start at 9:30am, with dismissal 

at 12:30pm.  A sign-up sheet will be on the kiosk for you to let us know you plan to attend. 

 

Saturday, April 6th, 7:00pm at Deb & Bob Baldwin’s Home 

Bring a snack to share and if you have one – a favorite game.  Sign up on the kiosk to let them know you are coming, 

 



     SCRIPTURES FOR SUNDAYS IN APRIL 

 

 April 7
th

    (5th
 Sunday in Lent)                             April 14

th
 (Palm Sunday)                     

      Isaiah 43:16-21          Psalm 126                               Isaiah 50-:4-9a        Psalm 31:9-16 
      Philippians 3:4b-14     John 12:1-8                            Philippians 2:5-11    Luke 22:14—23:56 

 
 April 21

st
  (Easter Sunday)              April 28

th
 (2nd 

 Sunday in Easter) 
      Isaiah 65:17-25     Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                 Acts 5:27-31            Psalm 118:14-29 

      1 Cor15:19-26       Luke 24:1-12                               Revelations 1:4-8    John 20:19-31 

 

 
 

April 14th , 9:30am  The traditional Processional with April 18th, 7:00pm A traditional 
Palms and reading of the Passion Account according to John     service with Holy Communion and 

           stripping of the altar 
 

April 19th ,7:00pm    The Seven Last Words a Tenebrae Service  -         
                                                     Adoration of the Cross, reflecting on the Passion of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Sunday April 21st, Easter Sunday - worship with us at 9:30am  

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Fellowship followed by an Easter Egg Hunt for the children of the congregation 

  


