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“The Church is an Organic Word” 

 

 
The Apostle Paul knows the church as the Body of Christ.  The image of the church, as the body of 

Christ in the world, is an organic word that lives and breathes and not an institutional church.  Paul did 

not have in mind a structural church as we know it today.  The church, as in institutional body, comes 

later in the pastoral letters of scripture.  It’s the language of the institutional church that comes to 

dominate to the point where the organic language which Paul knows gets lost.  This was the point of the 

Reformation when Luther felt the Gospel became lost in the highly institutional church of the Medieval 

Ages.  Luther returned to scripture and in particular Paul. 

 
It seems today, when the church body becomes heavy in structural, legalistic and institutional language, 

we need to return to the biblical emphasis of Paul once again for a renewal in Christ that speaks to this 

secular age (an age that does not include God in our decision making). 
 
Romans 12.  In this defining letter of Paul’s to the Romans, we see the summation of his thoughts 

regarding an understanding of faith for a church in witnessing to Christ in a secular age of his time. 

 Verse 1-2.  Paul uses the word discern when it comes to understanding the Christian decision-

making process.  “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 

so that you may discern what is the will of God-what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  Renewing your 

minds means to take on the mind of Christ who humbled himself, emptied himself of any gain and became 

one of us - see Philippians 2.  The world seeks self-fulfilling power; the follower of Christ is to be humble 

in spirit, particularly in leadership. 
 Verses 3-8.  Paul understands baptism as becoming a part of the Body of Christ.  Here Paul sees 

us as being one body (in Christ) and we, as the baptized, are members of that body which makes us 

members of one another.  This organic language full of life and spirit.  The same Spirit of Christ that 

baptizes us gives to each member particular gifts to make the body function as the church in the world.  

For more understanding of this, see 1 Corinthians 12. 
 Verses 9-21.  Out of Paul’s triads, he lifts up love (agape love) as the marking of what is right 

behavior within the community of Christ.  This is the kind of love that comes from outside ourselves, 

from God, that is not driven by any selfish motives but by giving of the self for the other; for Christ’s 

sake.  See 1 Corinthians 13 for a deeper understanding of this. 
Seven Faith Practices.  I led a group to explore the seven faith practices of prayer, worship, study, 

invite, encourage, serve and give to evaluate how the participants see themselves doing these themselves 

in particular and First Lutheran as a corporate body.    They rated the congregation as a whole in 

following way: 

 Prayer  Mediocre to positive  Worship Positive 

 Study  Need growth   Invite  Absolute need for growth 

 Encourage Mediocre   Serve  Mediocre to positive 

 Give  Positive 

These practices are signs of how a congregation is moving forward as a healthy congregation.  How do we 

begin this process? 

 
Words from our  



A Mission Team.  First Lutheran is now ready to form a Mission Team made up of three persons 

appointed by the council.  I will facilitate this group to begin the process as a leader should emerge from 

within it.  This is not a committee (institutional language) but a team with a purpose: to explore ways the 

congregation can begin to strengthen these practices among the members of the body of Christ and 

make their recommendations periodically with the council, work with the council to move forward and 

continue to gather information from the congregation. 

 

What is the purpose of the church (the body of Christ)?  To proclaim and witness to Christ in word 

and deed to the world.  How we continue to do this always needs to be evaluated and strengthened. 

 

We gather in community >INVITE> >WORSHIP> we equip >STUDY> >ENCOURAGE> >GIVE> and 

we are sent to SERVE (outreach and advocacy)> and INVITE (and the pattern continues).  Underlying 

all of this is to PRAY.  If we do not grow in any one of these, we break the cycle.  The Mission Team may 

explore teams and groups to help with each area of ministry. 

 

In June and July, I hope to lead 2 to 4 Home Gatherings which will include 6 to 10 participants including 

non-members.  We need hosts/hostesses for each of these gatherings as well as 2 participants to bring 

refreshments.  All participants need to be coordinated through the host/hostesses in order to keep it a 

small intimate gathering.  This exercise will be a practice in the following faith practices: Prayer, Study, 

Invite, Encourage. 

 

Pastor Tim 

      
 

      FISH SUNDAY, June 2nd and July 7th 

  
 Since 1994 the first Sunday of each month has been designated as FISH Sunday here at First Lutheran.  Please 
bring an item or two to church on Sunday, June 2

nd
 or July 7

th
.  As has become ‘normal’ at the FISH Pantry the 

volunteers will accept any food items you would like to donate. (Monetary donations are also accepted, you can use one 
of the pew envelopes and mark "For Food Pantry.”) Thank you!  
      

    Our first Sunday of the month food donation is collecting food for the Xenia Hunger Backpack Cuisine 
Program.  This group is attempting to provide food to Xenia children who receive discounted and free lunch during the 
week but have little or nothing to eat on the weekend.  This will be an ongoing addition to our FISH Sunday requests for 
food for the Food Pantry.  Please place your donations into the box in the narthex marked for the Backpack Cuisine 
Program.  (For June & July we’ve been asked to bring in pop top Chef Boyardee Pasta single serving containers.) 
Requested items include:  

 

Pop top can microwave 7.5oz single servings Non-refrigerated puddings 3.5oz 
            Chef Boyardee pasta                Dinty Moore beef stew 7.5oz 

pop top cans of tuna  3oz    10 pack  fruit juices 5-8 oz 
individual oatmeal box of 8-10 single servings pop top cans of fruit 8-9 oz 
squeezable jam/jelly  20oz    pop top cans of chicken 4.5 oz 
8.5 oz cans of vegetables    cereal bars & granola bars box 8-10 single servings  
gold fish and animal cracker snack paks  peanut butter 18 oz containers 
Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single servings 



 

Our Sunday School program is taking a summer hiatus during June, July and August. 

We want all of our Sunday School teachers to know they are appreciated!  This past year our teachers were: 
Karen Burrell, Jane Cross, Jen Napier, Leah Pham, Lisa Szwec and Meredith Baldwin-Skeens 

 
     We hope to see all the children back for Rally Sunday in September  
 
     Thanks also to Jim Will for leading the Adult Sunday School Class.   

 

 

Spice of Life meets the 4th Tuesday of each month, September through May. 

All seniors in the congregation, 55 and older, are invited to attend these gatherings for friendship, fellowship 
and food. 
 At our May gathering a sign-up sheet was passed for volunteers to host the meal September, 2019 
through May, 2020.  If you were unable to attend the gathering, Barbara McKown signed up for several 
months, YOU are invited to help her out.  Talk with her or give usa call in the church office, 372-7421. 





    sign-up sheet is on the Kiosk  --  If you would like to provide refreshments for this brief 

time of fellowship following the 9:30am worship service please fill in your choice of dates 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to Jeanyene Szwec!   

                                    She graduated from Xenia High School on May 29th, and will be attending Bellarmine 
University in Louisville, majoring in nursing.  
 

 



 

 
The women of the congregation would like to thank Denny Nagel and his hard working crew for all their 

hard work, planning, setting up, serving and clean up at this year’s Mother - Daughter Banquet. 
   
Our thanks also Julie Hoelle for arranging for the Senior Sensations Tap Group to come provide the evening’s 
entertainment.  

 

       

Summer is here and, of course, that means the choir is taking some time off.  But it's also an opportunity!  
So if there is something you'd like to sing this summer--or something you'd like to play--stop by and see me over the next 

couple of weeks and we'll work out the details.      Jim Will 

 

 

BIBLESTUDY 
is taking a summer hiatus.  The study will resume on Thursday, September 12

th
, and continue every Thursday from 

noon to 1:00pm. 

 
 

YOU are invited to an Adult Bible Study each Thursday at 1:00pm.   
                                  Pastor Tim will be leading a study on the book of Revelation.  All are invited. 

 
 

   Have you ever wondered who changes the light bulbs, takes out the trash, does 

general fix-up and clean-up around the church and many other numerous things?  Well, that would be the First 

Maintainers!  If you are a retired man and have a couple of hours that you would like to share on Tuesday 

mornings you are invited to join us.  Call the church office, 372-7421, with questions 



       FIRST AND FRIENDS BOOK CLUB 

 
Meeting Dates:  Tuesdays, June 25th and July 30th at First Lutheran  

 
Meeting Time:  6:00 to 7:30pm 

 
June Book:  “Silent Witness” by Casey Watson  
 
July Book:    “The Second Mrs. Hockaday” by Susan Rivers 

 

 Come to our gatherings after you’ve read the book.  Be ready for a fun and lively discussion!  We meet 

from 6 to 7:30pm, the last Tuesday of each month so you’ll have approximately a month to read each selected 

book.  We’re a general interest, non-theological book club.  We’ll be reading both fiction and non-fiction.  Many 

of the books we choose may be available at the library.  Others may be audio books or e-books, paperback or 

hardcover.  Everyone is free to choose the format of each book that works best for them and to purchase or 

borrow each book selected.  Questions?  Concerns?  See Adele Lerch.  Don’t forget to bring a friend!  We do 

want the name of our book club to really represent who we are –  

   FIRST LUTHERAN ALONG WITH OUR FRIENDS! 

 

For your information... 
The book selection for August is 

“Suits Me: The Double LIfe of Billy Tipton””  

written by Diane W. Middlebrook 
 

The book selection for September is 
“The Hypnotist’s Love Story”  

written by Liane Moriarity 

                  
 

 

 

“Coffee –Mates” 

A fellowship event for women of the church will meet at 9:00am the 3rd Saturday of each 

month at The Coffee Hub, 81 East Main Street Xenia. 

   

All ladies are welcome - please join us.  Our first meeting will be Saturday, June 15th. YOU are 

welcome to join us! 
 

 



 

 

Outreach Opportunities through the Congregation.. 
 

 
 
Volunteer to help on Thursday evenings at The Caring Place. Talk with Barb Swinehart, or 
Deb Baldwin about ways in which YOU can help serve others.   
 
 
 

  We continue to collect items for the FVPC here in Xenia.  The following items are  
needed and appreciated:  soap, conditioner, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, lotion, combs & 
brushes, razors (like Bic), envelopes, lined writing tablets, pens & pencils, paperback books, coloring books & children’s 
books.  A donation basket is in the narthex 

 
 

 Oesterlen Home in Springfield is discontinuing the collection of Campbell Product UPCs in August.  Please 
be sure to bring any UPC’s you have collected to the church during June and July. 
(Please be sure and save only the square UPC symbol on the label) 

 

 

Beautiful Words... 
Someone has written these beautiful words.  Read and try to understand the deep meaning of each.   
 

1.  Prayer is not a “spare wheel” that you pull out when in trouble, but it is a “steering wheel” that directs you in the right path. 
 
2.  Why is a car’s windshield so large and the rear view mirror is so small?  Because our PAST is not as important as our FUTURE.  
So look ahead and move on.   
 
3.  Friendship is like a book.  It takes a few seconds to burn, but it takes years to write. 
 
4.  All things in life are temporary.  If going well, enjoy it, they will not last forever.  If going wrong, don’t worry, they can’t last 
long either. 
 
5.  Old friends are gold.  New friends are diamond.  If you get a diamond, don’t forget the gold.  Because to hold a diamond,   
you always need a base of gold. 
 
6.  Often when we lose hope and think this is the end. God smiles from above and says, “relax, it’s just a bend, not the end”. 
 
7.  When God solves your problems, you have faith in his abilities; when God doesn’t solve your problems He has faith  in your 
abilities. 
 
8.  A blind person asked St. Anthony: “Can there be anything worse than losing eye sight?” He replied: “Yes, losing your vision!” 
 
9.  When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them, and sometimes, when you are safe and happy, remember that 
someone has prayed for you. 
 
10.  Worrying does not take away tomorrow’s troubles. It takes away today’s peace. 
 

 



A Note from Bishop Dillahunt 
 
Damage assessment due to the recent tornadoes in the Dayton and surrounding areas is still underway. 
  
How you can help: 
  
Donate: This is the biggest need right now as damages and local needs are still being assessed. Your donation will be 
used as and when it's needed to help those affected by the tornadoes. 
  
LSS donations website - https://bit.ly/2WxTq9f Please be sure to select “LSS Disaster Services” in the drop-down menu 
under “Please direct my donation to:” on the donations page in order to ensure that all disaster donations are coded to the 
correct account.  
  
We will also be doing a special collection at the synod assembly to help with the tornado recovery efforts. 
  
Check in: Check in with members, especially those that may need extra assistance (i.e. seniors, those with on-going 
medical needs like dialysis and/or oxygen, households with small children, un/underinsured households, etc) and begin to 
compile a basic list of information. This will give LSS Disaster Services a great jumpstart on the recovery effort and will 
also be helpful in determining the amount and type of resources that may be needed.  
  
Hang on to the list for now and look back here and on our website for where to send your lists. John Pyron, Director of 
LSS Disaster Services, is working on an on-line form that you can enter your information into, so keep checking back 
here. 
  
Pray: This should go without saying, but your prayers are still the most effective way to help, no matter your financial 
situation or location. Recovery will take months, if not years for some, so please keep all in your prayers. 

  

 

 

 

 

Make a Correct Buying Choice 
 Environmental Tips: 

 
 We all know that many items around our house can be recycled, but did you know that we 

can pre-cycle?  Pre-cycling is making correct buying choices that prevent excessive and unsound 

materials from getting into the waste stream. 
 
 You can pre-cycle by: 

 

 1.  Looking for containers that can be reused, recycled or composted. 

 

 2.  Buy in bulk.  Many items are available without packaging. 

 

 3.  Avoid items that are made to be thrown away after a few uses. 

 

 4.  Avoid products that have excessive packaging.  One-third of the garbage that Americans 

throw away is packaging.  Are you giving hard-earned money for something that you won’t even 

use? 

 

 5. Recycle paper and plastic grocery sacks.  Most stores have receptacles to return sacks so 

that they can be recycled.  Some other stores may take off a few cents for each paper bag or 

reusable bag you bring with you. 
  

 

https://bit.ly/2WxTq9f


 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURES DURING JUNE 
   June 2nd  (7th

 Sunday after Easter)  June 9th (Day of Pentecost)  
    Acts 16:16-34   Acts 2:1-21 
    Psalm 97    Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
    Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21  Romans 8:14-17 
    John 17:20-26   John 14:8-17 
 
   June 16th (Holy Trinity Sunday)  June 23rd  (2nd

 Sunday after Pentecost) 
    Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31  Isaiah 65:1-9 
    Psalm 8    Psalm 22:19-28 
    Romans 5:1-5   Galatians 3:23-29 
    John 16:12-15   Luke 8:26-39 

 

     June 30th (3rd
 Sunday after Pentecost)  

       1 Kings 19:15-16 
      Psalm 16 
      Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
      Luke 9:51-62  
  

               
 

    SUNDAY SCRIPTURES DURING JULY 

  
   July 7th  (4th

 Sunday after Pentecost)  July 14th (5th
 Sunday after Pentecost)   

Isaiah 66:10-14   Deuteronomy 30:9-14  
    Psalm 66:1-9    Psalm 25:1-10 
    Galatians 6:7-16   Colossians 1:1-14 
    Luke 10:1-11, 16-20   Luke 10:25-37 
 
   July 21st (6th

 Sunday after Pentecost)  July 28th (7th
 Sunday after Pentecost)   

    Genesis 18:1-10a   Genesis 18:20-31 
    Psalm 15    Psalm 138 
    Colossians 1:15-28   Colossians 2:6-15 
    Luke 10:38-42   Luke 11:1-13 
  


