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 Words from our  

 
 

“The Theology of the Cross as a Bases for Mission” 

 

Our American heritage was born out of our founding fathers (Franklin, Jefferson, etc.) whose beliefs, 

reflected in the Declaration of Independence, were shaped by what is called Deism (God is remote from 

the world) and the Enlightenment Age (man is the center of existence).  This helped to shape our 

religious experience in our culture which gives emphasis to the spirit born within us.  It is highly 

individualistic which has laid the groundwork for modern day spirituality.  Just check out the plethora of 

such books in libraries and book stores.  It implies getting in touch with my “inner self” or my inner 

being.  It is the quest for what makes “me” feel good.  It is the “feeling” of being at one with God 

because I am at one with myself. 

 

Spirituality and the Theology of the Cross: Douglas John Hall (a Canadian Reformed Theologian) has 

written a trilogy in which he has made the claim that the Christian Church needs to rethink its theology 

in the context of what is happening within the whole North American Continent.  The model he chose to 

use is Luther’s “Theology of the Cross”: “the Theology of the Cross, at base, is about God’s abiding 

commitment to the world” says Hall.  God breaks into the world and meets us where we are and causes us 

to change.  God comes from outside ourselves causing us to look up rather than “within” ourselves. 

 

Luther coined the phrase “Theology of the Cross” from the Apostle Paul  

 

“When I came to you brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty 

words or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  And 

I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  My speech and my proclamation were not 

with plausible words of wisdom, but with demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 

might rest not on human wisdom but in the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 

Theology of Glory and Theology of the Cross: The theology of glory seeks to know God directly in his 

obvious divine power, wisdom and glory: whereas the theology of the cross paradoxically recognizes him 

precisely where he has hidden himself, in his suffering and in all that which the theology of glory 

considers to be weakness and foolish.     Paul Althaus, The Theology of Martin Luther 

 

“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise: God chose what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong: God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 

nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God.  He is the source of your life 

in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, in order that...the one who boasts, boasts in the Lord.”                1 Corinthians 1:27-31  



 

 

 

Theology of the Cross in relation to the Theology of Place - worship space (Word and Sacrament): 

Throughout both testaments, various spaces serve specific functions in the economy of God.  That which 

is called “the mountain” or “the mountain of God”, even “the holy mountain” is the space which marks the 

presence of God in visible ways.  It is to the mountain that God invites certain persons and groups and 

reveals the divine identity and that of Christ (transfiguration); provides for eating and drinking together 

in the divine presence; issues the law and commissions certain people to be agents of the divine will and 

the apostles of the kingdom.  (Exodus 3:1-15, 24:9-11; Luke 6:12-15; Mark 9:2-9) 

 

And worship place (Word and Service): In contrast to the mountain to which special persons are 

invited, the place is that space where Jesus seeks solitude but is sought out by others and disturbed.  

These disturbances are always welcomed by Jesus as providing opportunities to teach (Luke 4:42, 6:17, 

11:1); to feed the multitudes (Luke 9:12-17); and to heal those who had not been cured (Luke 6:18, 9:11).  

That the place is the space where public ministry occurs, serves to focus on the designation in all four 

Gospels of the site of the crucifixion; the place is called Golgotha.  The greatest act of public ministry 

occurred there - Christ died for the sins of humanity.  

 

“The place is, in other words, the space in which the theology of the cross comes to clear expression: 

where weakness, doubt, contradiction, limitation, sacrifice, and serve all occur as the means by which 

God reaches the world” (Foster McCurley “A Vision for Mission”) 

 

 

“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved, it is the power of God.”    (1 Corinthians 1:28) 

 

Foster McCurley, my Old Testament professor and teacher of “Word and Witness” gives an important 

and interesting perception between two inter-relating facets of ministry.  We are both a worshiping 

community who are invited to the “holy mountain” to feast on the word and sacrament, as well as, 

serving community in the places (word and service) where the world and humanity intersect with ours.  

Both areas are centered around the crucified Christ who calls us (baptism) to take up our cross and 

follow him. 

 

A Mission Team is to be organized consisting of three persons and the pastor for the purpose of 

continuously evaluating areas of ministry (seven faith practices), make recommendations of type of 

ministries, work with council and encourage participation as part of our sacred calling to be partners in 

mission for the sake of the Gospel. 

 

The Heart of this Mission and Life Together is Living in the spirit of Christ. 

 

“Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 

understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  And we speak of these things to words not taught by 

human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.”        

(1 Corinthians 1:12-12; see John 1:14) 

 



The Spirit of Christ is the incarnate (in the flesh) Word of God who comes to us from outside ourselves 

and places within us a new agenda.  It is an agenda that puts our faith active in love for only God can save 

us from ourselves (sinful - turned inwardly.)   

 

We worship and serve the crucified Lord.      Pastor Tim 

 

 

 
 

 

  Sunday,September 8th  The day will include a worship service with children (of all  

           ages) in mind.  You’re sure to have a great morning. 
 
 

 

         Children’s Sunday School class will resume meeting at 9:25am on September 15th    
                                       We will continue using the series entitled “Deep Blue - One Room Sunday School”. 

 

 
The class resumes Sunday, September 15th, following worship.  The Adult Class continues the 
“Wired Word” a series of discussions engaging various contemporary issues and how we might  
reflect upon them from a biblical perspective, The sessions are moderated by Dr. James Will. 
 
 
 

Church Council for this month is Tuesday, August 13th, 6:00pm 

 

 

 

If you have a new e-mail address or the church does not have your email  
address PLEASE be sure and let us know.  Call us or e-mail it to firstluthxenia@sbcglobal.net  

 
 

 

 
As your summer activities continue, remember that the expenses of the church go on through the summer and that      
your support is needed during this time.  Please remember your pledge this summer as you plan your time to be gone. 

 

mailto:firstluthxenia@sbcglobal.net


 
 

                     
FISH SUNDAY    August 4th  

Since 1994 the first Sunday of each month has been designated as FISH Sunday here at First 
Lutheran.  Please bring an item or two to church on Sunday, August 4th.  Please bring in food or toiletry items 
and place them in the FISH Basket in the narthex.  Monetary donations are also accepted, you can use one of 
the pew envelopes and mark "For Food Pantry.”  

Our first Sunday of the month food donation is collecting food for the Xenia Hunger Backpack Cuisine 
Program.  This group is attempting to provide food to Xenia children who receive discounted and free lunch 
during the week but have little or nothing to eat on the weekend.  This will be an ongoing addition to our FISH 
Sunday requests for food for the Food Pantry.  Please place your donations into the box in the narthex marked 
for the Backpack Cuisine Program.  (For August we’ve been asked to bring in Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single 
servings.) 

 

Requested items include:  
Pop top can microwave 7.5oz single serve   Non-refrigerated puddings 3.5oz 
pop top cans of tuna 3oz    Dinty Moore beef stew 7.5oz 
individual oatmeal box of single servings  10 pack fruit juices 5-8 oz 
squeezable jam/jelly 20oz    pop top cans of fruit 8-9 oz 
cans of vegetables 8.5 oz    pop top cans of chicken 4.5 oz 
gold fish and animal cracker snack paks  cereal bars & granola bars box of single servings  
Cheesy Mac 2-3 oz single servings   peanut butter 18 oz containers  

  

 

 

                       
                                        Choir Practice to Resume 

Hard to believe summer's almost over.  That means choir will soon begin another season of serving The Lord 
in song.  First practice of the season will be announced soon..  First Sunday to sing will be on Rally Sunday, 
September 9h.  New members are ALWAYS welcome!   Come and make a joyful noise with us. :) Lisa  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Our Outreach Committee has begun a School Supply Campaign for the children of the Xenia Public Schools.  

We will be collecting items during August and continue until August 18th .  Below are needed supplies for 
children in K-5. 

 Wooden pencils #2 lead    Fiskar scissors (blunt point or pointed) 
 Boxes of 24 count Crayola crayons   Glue sticks or Elmer’s school glue      
 Boxes of Crayola colored pencils (primary colors)    Expo Markers (black) 
 70 sheet wide ruled spiral bound notebooks  Highlighters 
 Wide ruled 3 ring notebook paper   Pencil bag w/holes to put in 3 ring notebook 
 Vinyl folders w/2 pockets & 3 brads in the middle Pencil boxes 
 Pink erasers & eraser caps 
  

Please bring in an item or two and put them in the blue barrel in the narthex. 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR AUGUST 

 

August 4th   (8th Sunday after Pentecost)          August 11th   (9th Sunday after Pentecost)    
   Eccles 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23                                Genesis 15:1-6   
   Psalm 49:1-12          Psalm 33:12-22                                                   
   Colossians 3:1-11       Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16   
   Luke 12:13-21      Luke 12:32-40     
   

        August 18th (10th Sunday after Pentecost)           August 25th (11th Sunday in Pentecost)    
 Jeremiah 23:23-29          Isaiah 58:9b-14                                                                  
 Psalm 82        Psalm 103:1-8                                         
 Hebrews:11:29–12:2        Hebrews 12:13:10-17                                                           
 Luke 12:49-56        Luke 12:10-17 

  
 
 

       News in the Parish...  

 
 Congratulations to Paul & Erin Fields.  Their son Arlington Mathias was born on Friday, June 21st, 
weighing 1.6lbs.  Dennis and Doris Nagel are the proud grandparents of their first grandchild.   

   
 Sunday, July 21st during our morning worship service Josh and Meredith Baldwin Skeens brought 
their daughter Natalie Alane for Holy Baptism.  Natalie is Deb and Bob Baldwin’s granddaughter.    

                
 

BIBLE STUDY  will resume on Thursday, September 12th at Noon, and 

continue every Thursday from noon to 1:00pm.  Bring a brown bag lunch and join facilitator Adele Lerch for an informal 
Bible study based on the Upper Room Devotional booklets that will be provided.  No special Bible knowledge needed.    
Questions?  Contact Adele. 

 
 



                 FIRST AND FRIENDS BOOK CLUB 
 Tuesday, August 27th at First Lutheran  

Meeting Time:  6:00 to 7:30pm 
“Suits Me: “The Double Life of Billy Tipton” by Diane W. Middlebrook  

Come to our meeting after you’ve read the book.  Be ready for a fun and lively discussion!  We meet from 6 to 7:30 pm the 

last Tuesday of each month so you have approximately a month to read each selected book.  We’re a general interest, 

non-theological book club.  We read both fiction and non-fiction.  Many of the books we choose are available at the library.  

Others may be audio books or e-books, paperback or hardcover.  Everyone is free to choose the format of each book that 

works best for them and to purchase or borrow each book selected.  Questions?  Concerns? See Adele Lerch. Don’t 

forget to bring a friend!  We do want the name of our book club to really represent who we are – First Lutheran along with 

our friends! 

   The book selection for September is “The Hypnotist’s Love Story: written by Liane Moriarity  
 

 

 

 

Outreach Opportunities through the Congregation.. 

Volunteer to help on Thursday evenings at The Caring Place. Talk with Barb Swinehart,                                                                                                      
or Deb Baldwin about ways in which YOU can help serve others.   

 

        We continue to collect items for the FVPC here in Xenia.  The following items are 
needed and appreciated:  soap, conditioner, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, 
lotion, combs & brushes, razors (like Bic), envelopes, lined writing tablets, pens & pencils, paperback books, 
coloring books & children’s books.  A donation basket is in the narthex.   Thank YOU 
 

Continue collecting UPCs from Campbell, Franco-American, Pepperidge Farm, Swanson 
Market Day, V8 and Prego products to benefit Oesterlen Home in Springfield. A donation basket is in the 
narthex.  (Please be sure and save only the square UPC symbol on the label.)   

 
 

                                                “COFFEE MATES”  



A fellowship event for women of the church will meet at 9:00am the 3rd Saturday of each month at The 
Coffee Hub, 81 East Main Street Xenia.   All ladies are welcome - please join us.  Our next meeting will be 
Saturday, August 17th.  YOU are welcome to join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    SPICE OF LIFE    meets the fourth Tuesday of each month,  

                                                                             September through May. 
 All seniors in the congregation, 55 and older, are invited to attend these gatherings for friendship, 
fellowship and food. 
 At our May gathering a sign-up sheet was passed for volunteers to host the meal Sept 2019 - May 
2020.   If you were unable to attend the gathering, Barbara McKown signed up for several months, YOU are 
invited to help her out.  Talk with her or give us a call in the church office, 372-7421. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                   Thursdays at 1:00pm.   

                       Pastor Tim is leading a study on the book of Revelation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Process Status – Our call committee has been working diligently reviewing the few 
applicants the Synod has received and forwarded for consideration to be our next Pastor.  
Unfortunately, they and the council do not believe that any of these candidates are the 

best fit for our congregation.  
 
In the year that we have been working through the process, we have learned a few things.  
 



First is that it is a “Pastors Market”.  That means that there are many more pastoral vacancies 

than there are Pastors looking for Parishes to serve.  Unfortunately, there are not enough 
candidates entering or graduating from seminary to meet the current need.  
 
The other thing that we are learning is that, with the current Synod Compensation Guidelines, 
we are not likely to be able to afford a full time Pastor.  How much of a Pastor’s time we can 

afford depends upon the number of years since they were ordained and the cost of their 
health care. 
 
Your church council is faithfully considering all of this to help us identify the best candidate to 
refer for the congregation’s consideration to be our next pastor.   
 

The good news is that we have an outstanding Interim Pastor in Pastor Tim.  The Holy Spirit is 
guiding him in leading and teaching us during this time of transition.  We are thankful to God 
and our Savior for sending him to us.  We ask for your continued prayers for our Call 
Committee and our Council as we continue to follow the Spirit’s lead. 
                               Rick McClelland     

                                   Council President 
 
 

Congregational 

 Meeting Update  

  
On Sunday, July 14th, at the special Congregational Meeting, members of First approved 

unanimously a motion to spend $17,868.92 for concrete work for the sidewalk along the 

parking lot, the courtyard, and the planter on NE corner of building.  This includes removal of 

the trees and planter boxes in the courtyard.  Two areas had been recommended by the 

Architectural Engineer to ensure water abatement into basement.  The sidewalk along the 

parking lot is beginning to crumble and is becoming a safety hazard.  The work is being done 

by Dean's Landscaping.  After asked for a reduction, Dean's generously offered a 10% 

discount for a total expenditure of $16,082.03.  The project will be done mid-September and 

take 4 days.  Concrete can be walked on the day after pouring. 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Southern Ohio Synod Lay School of Theology Fall 2019 Classes at the Dayton & Chillicothe Campus 

 
Lay School is “Thinking about God together.”  Are you curious?  Have scripture verses and passages you’ve always 
wondered about?  Questions you’ve never found answers to?  Want to learn more about God’s word and God’s church?  
Come search with us in a non-threatening environment.  “Theology” is simply thinking about God and that makes us all 
theologians!  Designed for everyone - the certain, the questioner, the doubter, the skeptic - Lay School of Theology 
provides opportunities to think and learn about God in a welcoming, friendly, relaxed environment. 

 



Check with Evie in the church office for registration forms.  Tuition registration is $50.00 plus books that you will need to 
purchase on your own.  Deadline Registration is September 1st.  Registration fee is nonrefundable after the first class 
session.  Lunch provided with a freewill offering for the meal.        
 
The class sessions for the following course will meet at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 901 E. Stroop Rd, Kettering 
9am-4pm. Dates: September 21st, October19th, November 16th and December 21st  
 
Course Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Wray Bryant, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Religion and Philosophy at Capital, in Greek 
and Biblical Theology at Trinity Seminary.  
 
     “In the Beginning, Genesis” 
 Course Description: The Beginnings of Faith.  This course will explore the stories and personalities in the Book of Genesis 
which ground the faith of Israel and the Church.  We will look at the power of God’s call, the energy of God’s creation, as well 
as the triumphs, tragic mistakes, and sins of those who seek to trust and follow God.  We will follow the Journey of Abraham 
and his family from Mesopotamia to their slavery in Egypt.  We will seek to discover significant theological and ethical insights 
found in Genesis which impact Christian faith and living in our 21st century context. (Please note: this course will be offered at 
Dayton, Fall, 2019)   
 
Texts: Genesis: The Story We Haven’t Heard. By Paul Borgman, Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001.   
Genesis: Belief: A Theological Commentary on the Bible. By Miguel A. De La Torre, Louisville: Westminster John Knox. 
2011 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The class sessions for the following course will meet at Calvary Lutheran, 74 W. Main St., Chillicothe 9am-4pm. Dates: 
September 8th, October 13th, November 10th and December 8th.  Lunch provided with a freewill offering for the meal.  
Tuition Registration is $50.00 plus books that you will need to purchase on your own. 
 
Course Instructor: Steve Kimpel, retired pastor of Faith and St. Mark LC’s, Dayton.  He is a graduate of Miami Univ and 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary; has one year graduate work in Hebrew Bible & Ancient Near Eastern History at Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion; participated in the third season at Tel Hesi, Israel; member of the Society of Biblical 
Literature and the American Schools of Oriental Research. 
 
 

        “Biblical Archaeology: Unearthing the Past 
Course description: This course will cover primarily archaeology as it pertains to the Bible, specifically the Old Testament.  
We will discuss what archaeology can do and not do.  We will use this course to see the history and background of the OT 
and how it helps us understand the stories and message of the Old Testament.  NOTE: at this time this course is being 
offered only once at Chillicothe. Contact registrar if interested in having it at Dayton. 
 
Text book: In the Footsteps of King David: Revelations from Ancients Biblical City, by Yosef Garfinkel, Saar Ganor & 

Michael G. Hasel. Available at Amazon. 

And read one of the following – The Cities that Built the Bible by Robert Cargil; The Exodus by Richard Elliot Friedman; 

Three Stones Make a Wall: The Story of Archaeology by Eric H. Cline & Glynnis Fawkes; David & Solomon: In Search of 

the Bible’s Sacred Kings and Roots of the Western Tradition by Israel Finkelstein & Neil Asher Siberman; 1177 B C, The 

Year Civilization Collapsed by Eric H. Cline; Biblical Lachish: A Tale of Construction, Destruction, Excavation and 

Restoration by David Ussishkin.  

NOTE: Amazon has all available for purchase; good place to check for the one you would like to read; then check at your 
local library to see if you can borrow it. 


